Executive Director's Reflection 

(Taken from the September 2, 2008 NACC Now E-newsletter)
As we now head into the fall schedule of our respective work settings, many diverse professional development opportunities have been set for our members throughout the country. We are pleased that more groups are letting us know of their gatherings so we can also make them known through NACC Now. Along with the NACC Now we also have been doing targeted e-mail blitzes to our membership in specific states alerting them to the professional development opportunity and member gathering and directing them to the registration material either in file-form attached to the e-mail or with a link to the NACC website. These targeted e-mail alerts seem to be working very well. 

The diversity of ways gatherings are being formed is creative and vital to their sustainability. Here are some of the sample ways these gatherings are beginning to happen: 

— A group of local NACC members worked with the NACC office to determine a place, date, and program, and NACC sends out the information (Southern California, Pittsburgh, Florida)
— A planning team of both NACC state liaisons and other NACC members create a program in coordination with NACC with sponsorship assistance from local Catholic health systems (Northwest gathering)
— A Catholic health system takes the lead to prepare a day for their system spiritual care providers and then invites chaplains from throughout the state to join them for the day (the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Health System, Baton Rouge)
— A Catholic health system offers to host and sponsor a gathering and NACC works with local chaplains to determine the date, time, and program (Catholic Health West) 
— The state/regional representatives of the Association of Professional Chaplains (APC) work with newly appointed NACC state representatives to plan a joint program (Omaha and Colorado Springs)
—A planning committee comprised of several NACC members annually prepare a two-day event keeping costs low, format simple, and quality of program high (North Central Prairie group) 
—The local diocesan liaison to chaplains sets up meetings of spiritual care providers (Boston, Long Island/Rockville Centre)
—Healthcare systems work with NACC to convene chaplains for professional and spiritual renewal (Bon Secours, Ascension)
—State chaplain association collaborates with NACC to co-plan their annual gathering (Wisconsin Chaplaincy Association)
—NACC State Liaison begins to poll members for how best to organize state meetings (Texas, Oklahoma)
—NACC State Liaisons from neighboring states begin planning future meetings

I really appreciate that several Catholic health systems have been very open and willing to help with these events. Every leader with whom I have spoken has a deep commitment to the profession and ministry of spiritual care and wants to partner with NACC to provide more professional and spiritual support to their chaplains. In the coming months I will be speaking to mission and pastoral care directors of several Catholic health systems to learn how NACC can partner with them. 

Over the past months we have tried to set calls with as many NACC state liaisons as we can to assist in their communication and coordination process. While we have made good headway, we still have a ways to go in the coming weeks to complete this process. This is a new beginning. We welcome calls from NACC members who have suggestions on creating local gatherings or who need more assistance and information regarding them. 

God’s blessings, David 
