Just a few short weeks from now will be the 10th anniversary of 9/11, a tragic day that resulted in 2,977 deaths, tremendous grieving, altered international relations, U.S. troop deployment to Afghanistan, and increased concern over the fragility of life. Tim Serban, volunteer partner lead for the Spiritual Care Response Team of the American Red Cross, Washington, DC, coordinated and provided spiritual care on 9/11 as part of the American Red Cross Spiritual Care Response Team at the World Trade Center in New York City. At the request of the NACC, he has prepared a 10th anniversary prayer service that can be adapted by chaplains for their own use. It will be published online in the September-October issue of Vision, but we present it here first so that member chaplains can begin now to plan a ritual for their own setting.

Prayer Service for the 10th Anniversary of 9/11 
Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011  
September 11 occurs on Sunday this year. Most chaplains will participate in rituals in their home parishes or faith communities. Those who will be on duty may be responsible for incorporating this anniversary into their homilies. Still others will desire to create a meaningful ritual in their centers or hospitals. This prayer service is designed to help to provide a starting point for creating a meaningful ritual on this and future anniversaries of this date in history. Chaplains may wish to create a group email prayer to be sent to all employees across their ministries. Never underestimate the gift of prayer.
This article aims to apply to the many varied settings in which our chaplains serve. It includes ways in which chaplains can create a meaningful ritual that both honors the setting as well as its proximity to the places where loved ones lost in the 9/11 attacks last lived. The ritual should be designed or adapted with sensitivity to the population served and the setting. Keep in mind the details that four airliners were involved, including all three locations of this tragedy: New York City, the Pentagon in Washington, DC, and Flight 93 in Shanksville, PA. No one fully knows how others may have been impacted by the tragic events 10 years ago so sensitivity is paramount. If time allows, it would be important to issue an open invitation to the ritual for anyone in our facilities who has directly or indirectly lost a loved one on September 11. It is important to expect that there may be at least one person who has a direct connection to someone who died on September 11 in our ministries. With that in mind, expect to include families in the prayer service. 
When I reflect on the days following September 11 and our work with the American Red Cross Spiritual Care Response Team at the World Trade Center site in New York, I remember a powerful ritual that was created in the silence of a darkened chapel. It was Sunday evening when a firefighter came to me there in a panic and said, “Chaplain, I don’t think I’m gonna make it to Mass today!” We tried to find a parish before realizing that St. Patrick’s was the only one with an evening Mass and it was simply too far away. 

I invited him to join me in the cafeteria at a table beside the comfort dogs and stacks of cards from children everywhere. I asked him if he knew how many Masses were being celebrated around the world every day? He replied that he did not, and I said, “I think it’s like over 300,000 masses every day.” And I asked him, “What do you think is on the minds of every person who went to Mass today?” He said, “The people and families lost here in this tragedy?” I said, “Yes! And where do you think they would want to be if they were able to?” He said, “Right here!” And I continued, “If we are truly a community of faith, then you need to let them be the ones who attend Mass for you today, and you need to be the one who stands here on their behalf. Does that make sense?” I asked, and he agreed that it did. And we finished our soup and bread and I don’t think I ever saw him again.

Planning the Gathering: 

When family members from the event are present, find a way to include them into the prayer without having them stand apart from the rest of the group. 
· Invite into the center of the circle all who have lost a loved one, family member or friend and ask them to stand together with their families. (Create the circle in such a way that family and friends are not isolated, but supported.) Invite them to link arms to help them feel strengthened. Next you may surround them with each group that is called forward.

· To the second circle, invite all who were First Responders or volunteers who served in New York, Pennsylvania, Washington, DC, New Jersey or any departure/destination airports. Invite them to encircle the families as they did 10 years ago. 

· The third group of people to be invited to form a circle will be all current or past service members, including police, fire, rescue and military. They will surround the First Responders of 9/11.

· Fourth, invite nurses, physicians, chaplains, caregivers, families and friends and all others present to surround the entire group in a tight circle of support. 
One may limit the number of prayers and reflections or the length of the homily in order to honor the spirit of quiet simplicity and reverence. Remember to ask who may be missing from this prayer. If the prayer service is at night, candles may be used as a symbol of light and hope in darkness. If music is played, try to choose original instrumental pieces, rather than popular or traditional songs. A familiar song may trigger negative emotions in family members. Below are prayers of intercession that may be used in the service:

Prayers of Intercession:

God of all creation, comforter of the afflicted, hear the prayer of those gathered here who know so well the depth of the tragic loss of their loved ones on Sept. 11, 2001. Help us be your arms that surround them on this 10th anniversary of this moment that changed our lives. We pray: 

All respond: God our Comforter, hear our prayer.
We lift those who courageously reached out to people in need – our firefighters, police, emergency services and rescue personnel. Let us also surround them with our strength and prayer as we pray for your protection over them in the face of unknown dangers. We pray:

All respond: God our Protector, hear our prayer.

On this 10th anniversary, we ask you Lord to surround our caregivers and volunteers who responded through their role in relief organizations such as the American Red Cross, Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Charities. Heal their memories and comfort them as they serve those in need. We pray:
All respond:  God our Provider, hear our prayer.

We lift to you our prayer for each young woman and man who has responded to the call to bring peace into the world. We pray for those who seek peace with their presence and those who protect peace against aggressors in other lands. Be with them when they are far from home and hold them when they hurt. We pray: 

All respond: God our Redeemer, hear our prayer.

Prayer of Remembrance:

God of comfort we lift to you our prayer this day on the 10th anniversary of September 11. We ask you to surround us with comfort, protection and your Divine Providence. September 11 was a day when we as a nation lost so many. May we take this time to honor the women and men, and the boys and girls who lost their lives. When we struggle with the questions behind these events, help us to know that we are never alone. Guide us with the courage to know that when we stretch out our hands to you, we feel your embrace in the arms of our neighbor. May we always remember that we are one family in this world. Help us to know that our pain is yours; and the tears of our family fall on your heart. Guide us as a nation, and help your people to never forget how so many laid down their lives for their friends. Bring us your grace to hear the small voice of the one crying in the wilderness. Bring those who are suffering your comfort in our embrace. We ask this through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
Gathering at the Flag:

A gathering may be planned outside at the base of a flagpole and the flag may be flown at half-mast for the day. 

The Sounding of the Bell:
It may be appropriate to invite a representative from a local fire department to bring their Brass Memorial Bell and ring it three times in honor of those who died on September 11.

In the past, as firefighters began their tour of duty, it was the bell that signaled the beginning of that day's shift. Throughout the day and night, each alarm was sounded by a bell, which summoned these brave souls to fight fires and to place their lives in jeopardy for the good of their fellow citizens. And when the fire was out and the alarm had come to an end, it was the bell that signaled to all the completion of that call. When a firefighter died in the line of duty, paying the supreme sacrifice, it was the mournful toll of the bell that solemnly announced a comrade’s passing. 
We utilize these traditions as symbols, which reflect honor and respect on those who have given so much and who have served so well. To symbolize the devotion that these brave souls had for their duty, a special signal of three rings, three times each, represents the end of our comrades' duties and that they will be returning to quarters. And so, the bell is rung for those who have selflessly given their lives for the good of others – their tasks completed, their duties well done, their last alarm; they are going home. 

9/11 Memorial Sites for Newsletters or Electronic Resources:

Depending on the size and scope of the gathering one may feature key links to the new 9/11 Memorial site in New York that is scheduled to officially open Sept. 11, 2011, to the memorial honoring those aboard Flight 93, and to the Pentagon 9/11 memorial.

www.911memorial.org  

www.honorflight93.org
http://pentagonmemorial.org 
