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Professional Health Care Chaplains for the Future
HEALTH CARE MINISTRIES CONCENTRATION 
MASTER OF DIVINITY DEGREE (MDiv) and 
MASTER OF PASTORAL STUDIES DEGREE (MAPS)
Consider yourself a minister attending to the sick, preparing a person to accept the hour of death, leading a family in a worshipful grieving of their loss.
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Consider yourself as a Professional Health Care Chaplain.
Chaplains attend to the sacred stories of those confronting change in their lives. As the patient struggles to find meaning, relationship with God as well as sense of identity and self-worth come into question. 
The role of the chaplain in health care has changed radically in the past several decades. Technological change, reduced numbers of clergy, and the expanded ministerial opportunities that Vatican II made available to the laity have contributed to a significant shift in chaplaincy. Chaplains are now expected to have expertise in areas that reflect the increased sophistication of health care today. 
Chaplains are continually called to walk the line between medicine's institutional tendencies and individual conscience. They are trained to honor the patient's agenda; the patient is the person who decides what has meaning and how that meaning is lived in his or her own spirituality. In a crisis, it is often the chaplain who acts as liaison between the patient and medical personnel.

The above is abridged from “The Challenge and Heart of Chaplaincy” by Michele Le Doux Sakurai, Health Progress January-February 2003 Volume 84, Number 1. Copyright © 2003 by the Catholic Health Association of the United States used with permission. 
The Common Standards for professional chaplaincy are met through IPS’s MDiv and MAPS Health Care Ministries. Concentration educating a Chaplain who:
· Provides patient care with an exceptional capacity to listen 

· Is a specialist in the dynamics of grief, loss and bereavement

· Acts as a social justice advocate in Health Care

· Understands belief/values of various religious traditions and cultures and possesses the ability to transcend denominational and faith tradition lines

· Is an ethics resource/consultant for end of life decision-making and advanced directives for health care

· Collaborates with staff 
· Facilitates spiritual formation and addresses moral distress 

· Can navigate the institutional silos of spiritual care: Pastoral Care, Mission Initiatives, Workplace Spirituality

· Is capable of plotting a route along the continuum of care from hospital, to home, the community and hospice

· Leads worship for health care rituals, sacraments, and celebrations

· Is an organizational leader and group facilitator

· Possesses knowledgeable of and is able to participate in Pastoral Care Research
The above competencies were articulated by Chaplain and Pastoral Care Director Mary Lou O’Gorman, MDiv. in a Catholic Health Care lecture, Albuquerque, NM January, 2007 and are used here with permission. For a copy of the full NACC Standards, please go to www.nacc.org. 
The M.Div./MAPS Chaplaincy Concentration 
Curriculum
· 5 health care designated courses 
· 2 workshops 

· Basic CPE & CPE Residency
· MDiv project/MAPS Integration paper – focused on issues in health care ministry
Courses:
Ministry to the Sick, Dying and Grieving 

Foundations of Pastoral Care and Counseling 

Health Care Ethics: Theoretical and Clinical Application with a concentration on “The Catholic Directives”
Systems Thinking in Health Care 

Ministry and Community
Environments of Care: the continuum of care- hospital, home, parish/community 
Theology of Suffering 

Workshops:

Introduction to Chaplaincy
The Chaplaincy Certification Process
Organizational Development in Health Care 
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This concentration has been developed in consultation with the National Association of Catholic Chaplains (NACC).

For further information about this concentration and all IPS programs, please visit www.luc.edu/ips or contact:

Ryan Hoffmann
Phone: 312.915.7484
E-mail: rhoffm4@luc.edu
Institute of Pastoral Studies
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Preparing people to lead extraordinary lives
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