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                                                               Sr. Brenda Whelan, RSM: Director of Pastoral Care

                                                              
              “When Irish Eyes

         smiling, they’re usually

              up to something!”
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World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together for a day of prayer each year. This day occurs every year on the first Friday of March and is carried out in over 170 countries and regions. It is a movement that brings together women of various races, cultures and traditions. Through this day women are encouraged to no longer live in isolation but in an awareness of the world, to become aware of their talents and use them in service.


The above symbol has been the international logo for the World Day of Prayer since 1982 and was developed by the women of Ireland. The design is made up of arrows that point to the four points of the compass, a person kneeling in prayer, the Celtic cross and the circle representing the world and our unity through diversity.


This March 9th, let us remember all women who have been a part of our journey . . .











March Holy Days


(Dates taken from Multifaith Spirituality Calendar 2009)





In Aboriginal Spirituality this month is known as Xsaak. The day when the candlefish (a type of smelt) swarm. The Nisga’a (the people living in the Nass River Valley of Northwestern British Columbia) dry them and render them into oil.








March 2:  `Ala’ (loftiness) (Baha’i) and Great Fast (or Great Lent) (Christianity) 


These days are actually very similar in both traditions. For the Baha’i people this time runs for 19 days and those of age and healthy abstain from food and drink from sunrise to sunset in preparation for Naw Ru’z (one of nine holy days). For Christians this day marks the 40-day period prior to the Saturday before Palm Sunday. (Eastern Churches)





March 6:  World Day of Prayer (see above)












































The Interfaith office of Pastoral/Spiritual Care








Sr. Brenda Whelan, RSM, BCC
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March 8:  Mawlid al-Nabiy (Islam)


This date is the anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Muhammad. The festival of this day begins in the evening.





March 10:  Purim (Judaism)


Purim celebrates victory over an oppressive ruler, as related in the Book of Esther, which is read at this time.





March 11:  Holi (Hinduism)	 


A colorful and joyous festival dedicated to Krishna or Kama.





March 15: Ghambar Hamaspathmaedem Begins (Zoroastrianism)


This continues for 5 days and celebrates the creation of human beings and commemorates passed souls.





March 16: Kwan Yin Day (Buddhism)


Kwan Yin is the symbolic future Buddha, a female dispensing compassion with a thousand arms.





March 20: Spring Ohiogon (Buddhism) and Shunki-sorei-sai (Shinto)


Spring Ohiogon is a special time for Shinto Buddhists. They listen to the teaching of the Buddha and meditate on the perfection of enlightenment. Shunk-sorei-sai is the March Memorial Service that is held at home altars to revere ancestors as kami. Gravesites are cleaned and purified.





March 21: Now Ruz (Zoroastrianism)


This day celebrates the renewal of the world and the creation of fire. (symbolic of righteousness) Zarathustra received his revelation on this day.





Food For Thought





“Go Over, Go Under, Go Around or Go Through,


But Never Give Up.”





                              �Blessings, Sr. Brenda
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