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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL CHAPLAINS 

ANNOUNCES NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Multifaith Association Poised for Next Level of
Leadership in the Field of Pastoral Care
Schaumburg, IL, Nov. 1, 2008 – The Association of Professional Chaplains (APC), a national organization of professional pastoral care providers, has announced several elections and appointments to its board of directors.

The Reverend Susan K. Wintz MDiv BCC has been named president. Elected to the office of APC president-elect in 2006, Chaplain Wintz today begins her two-year term as president of the association, which has over 4,000 members and is the chief multifaith certifying body of the chaplaincy profession. 
“Our membership is wide and diverse, yet our common commitment is to caring for the wholeness of persons in a variety of settings, including healthcare, the military, prisons, behavioral health and the corporate world,” says Chaplain Wintz.
Wintz is a staff chaplain at St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center in Phoenix, AZ, where she is the lead chaplain in the intensive care units of the Barrow Neurological Institute. A graduate of Dubuque Theological Seminary, she is endorsed by the Presbyterian Church (USA) and has served on the APC Board of Directors since 2002.

The Reverend David C. Johnson DMin BCC has been elected president-elect and today begins his two-year term in that office, which will be followed by a two-year term as president. Chaplain Johnson is the director of pastoral care and education at Cabell Huntington Hospital in Huntington, WV. He has served on the APC Board of Directors since 2002, is endorsed by the United Methodist Church and was APC board certified in 1994.
The Reverend Debbie husband JD MDiv BCC has been appointed secretary of the board.  Chaplain husband is Clinical Specialist/Chaplain Supervisor at Orlando Health, serving ORMC and M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Orlando, in Orlando, FL. She became APC board certified in 2001 and is endorsed by the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Chaplain Kenneth Siess DMin BCC was elected board member and chair of the Commission on Professional Ethics.  A "retired" chaplain, he last served full-time as director of chaplaincy and clinical pastoral education at University of Minnesota Hospital in Minneapolis, MN. He continues serving in various capacities as teacher and consultant. Chaplain Siess was certified in 1978 by the College of Chaplains and is endorsed by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
(more)

Chaplain Harry Burns MA BCC was elected to the board of directors as a member at-large. A chaplain at The Presbyterian Hospital in Charlotte, NC, he became APC board certified in 2003 and is endorsed by the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

The Reverend James Gibbons ThM BCC has been appointed Transitional Executive Director of the association and joins the board as an ex-officio member, ensuring the vision of the board is carried out by the national office staff in the form of new and existing programs to benefit the membership.

Chaplain Gibbons retired from Advocate Health Care in 2002 as vice president, mission and spiritual care.  He has participated in the education of many chaplains and clinical pastoral education supervisors, and has taught at many Chicago area theological schools, including an 11-year appointment with the Divinity School of the University of Chicago. Gibbons has a master of theology degree from Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, and is ordained and endorsed by the United Methodist Church.
These six chaplains are joined on the board of directors by Treasurer Richard B. Haines DMin BCC of the University of Virginia Medical Center in Charlottesville, VA; Commission on Quality in Pastoral Services Chair Jon A. Overvold MDiv BCC of the North Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, NY; Membership Services Council Chair Valerie R. Storms MDiv BCC of The Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, FL; Standards, Education and Research Council Chair Will Kinnaird DMin BCC of the Department of Veterans Affairs Chaplaincy Headquarters in Hampton, VA; Commission on Advocacy Chair Dick Cathell MDiv PhD BCC of St. Joseph Hospital in Bellingham, WA; Communications and Publications Council Chair Martha R. Jacobs DMin BCC of HealthCare Chaplaincy in New York, NY; Commission on Certification Chair Robert L. Grigsby BCC of Trinity Mother Frances Health System in Tyler, TX; Finance Committee Chair Daniel R. Duggan MDiv BCC of Goodwin House Inc. in Alexandria, VA; and Member At-Large Palamittam V. Chandy DMin BCC of Christ Hospital & Medical Center in Oak Lawn, IL.
About the Association of Professional Chaplains

The Association of Professional Chaplains is a multifaith association established to certify and serve its membership, and to promote professional chaplaincy. Members who are providers of pastoral care are endorsed by their faith groups to serve persons in need in diverse settings throughout the world. The membership of APC represents more than 150 faith groups. The association and its members embrace the following values:
· Professional competency and ethical practice

· Faith as an essential dimension of wholeness

· Dignity and worth of all persons

· Inclusivity and diversity

· Justice and equality for all

· Spiritual care of persons, communities, organizations and systems

A national, not-for-profit professional association, APC advocates for quality spiritual care of all persons as an essential dimension of total care and services provided by public and private institutions and organizations.
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