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CASE

Matthew, a thirteen-year-old male, has been struggling with cancer since he was eight years old. He first went on a regimen of chemotherapy that made him nauseous much of the time for several months and caused him to loose his hair.  His hair grew back a different color but his cancer went into remission for two years.  

Just before his eleventh birthday he began having pain in his hip and left leg.  Thinking that it was from double sessions of soccer, he said nothing.  One day the pain was so severe that he was unable to stand without assistance.  A visit to the doctor and several tests later revealed that Matthew’s cancer had returned. In order to save his life, Matthew’s leg was amputated and he underwent radiation of his hip.  

By age twelve, Matthew showed no signs of cancer and he had adjusted well to a prosthetic leg. Just after turning thirteen, Matthew found himself to be constantly tired.  Tests were ordered and the results were grim.  The cancer had spread to several sites in Matthew’s body.  He had a spot on his back, one on his right hip and one on his liver.  The doctor recommended a new regimen of chemotherapy, one that had not been available when Matthew was first diagnosed five years earlier.  Matthew and his parents were devastated.  Though his parents wanted his treatment to begin right away, Matthew resisted.  The physician was firm in stating that without treatment he could not guarantee that Matthew would survive more than one year.  Matthew reluctantly accepted his parents’ wishes and began visits to the outpatient department of the hospital for IV treatment.  After his third appointment, Matthew began suffering from nausea and his chronic fatigue continued.  When the nurse gave him his next appointment, Matthew stated that he wasn’t coming back.  His mother, who had come with him, insisted that the nurse give him an appointment, and between visits his parents convinced Matthew to return.  At his next appointment, however, when the nurse began to insert the IV, Matthew began to cry stating, “I don’t want to go through this anymore.”  The nurse stopped what she was doing and called an ethics consult.  

The chaplain, part of the consult team, was on call that week as the first responder.  
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