CASE # 3

In early July, Sara, a fifteen and a half year-old African American female is diagnosed with T Cell Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  On July twenty-six, she is admitted to the Emergency Department with Septic Shock.  With no improvement, six days later the physicians discuss a Do Not Resuscitate order with Sara’s parents. They, however, request ongoing aggressive care.  Sara’s prognosis is poor because she is too old for this type of cancer.  She is admitted to the ICU and is placed on a ventilator.  She is unresponsive to any stimuli, except for pain.  Sara is receiving maximum medical support.  Her status on August 6th is:

· Ineffective breathing pattern

· Hyperglycemia

· Altered Neurological Status

· Renal Dialysis

· Altered Skin Integrity

· Pain

The parents are not married, but the dad is very involved with his daughter.  The doctors repeatedly inform the parents about Sara’s poor prognosis.

On August 8th Sara’s doctors tell her parents that Sara’s malignancy is not curable and that they recommend extubation and comfort measures.  The parents are now not in agreement about the doctors. Recommendation.  Mom is ready to stop the aggressive treatment, but states that Sara’s dad will hold this against her in the future.

By August 13th the parents still cannot come to an agreement. An ethics consult is set up of the next evening.  You have an opportunity to talk with both of Sara’s parents. 
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