CASE #1

Shelley is a thirty-two year old, white, alcoholic, divorced female who considered herself to be a “casual Catholic” (only attending mass on Christmas and Easter).  Seventeen days ago, she was brought to your hospital after being involved in a motor vehicle accident with her live-in boyfriend of three months (who was DOA).  Two days after being admitted, she suffered a massive stroke and slipped into a coma.

Upon learning that she was also three months pregnant, her parents finalized the decision to disconnect all life support for Shelley, sighting “religious beliefs”.  Now, her former husband has stepped forward threatening to petition the courts to keep her alive, claming that the child is his.  Tests indicate that the fetus is very weak at best and it is believed by some doctors to have died.  At this time, tests are inconclusive as to whether the fetus is alive.

Her father, a nationally known lawyer, referred to in legal circles as the “Shark”, is threatening to sue the physician and the hospital if life support is not terminated “now!”   He has legally maneuvered it so that no D.N. A. testing may be done on his daughter to prove who the biological father is.

An ethics conference is set up for later today.  The parents have been taking turns visiting and staying with their daughter.  In addition, the ex-husband visits almost every day. As chaplain on the unit you get an opportunity to meet with 

Group A.  Chaplain and ex-husband

Group B Chaplain and mother

Group C Chaplain and father
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