NACC Conference Banquet – Grace Before Our Meal

Holy One, 
   We ask Your blessing as we gather around these banqueting tables tonight; mindful of our unity within the diversity of cultures in our planetary family; mindful of our unity within the diversity of our ministries, age, gender and sexual orientation; and mindful of our unity as a community of faith within the rich diversity of the Family of God.  

   In many cultures and traditions, the banquet table is a symbol of all good gifts of Your creation, abundantly shared.  They remind us that we are, each of us, at times guest and at times, in service to the guest.  At times, we are ones who prepare nourishment and sustenance, and at times hungry and in need of being fed.  At times, the uninvited guest, and at times, ones who neglect to extend an invitation to sit at table.  

   Bless us all – givers and receivers.  As we feast and celebrate tonight, as we give You thanks, not only in word, but in the commitment of our hearts and the dedication of our hands to the sacred work to which all of us, in splendid varied ways, are called.  Amen.
