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Mission Statement 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Commission on Certification and Accreditation 
(USCCB/CCA) serves as an accrediting commission of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
establishes accreditation standards, policies and procedures, and accredits ministry formation programs 
listed in The Official Catholic Directory that prepare people for ministry. The USCCB/CCA also 
establishes and approves certification standards and procedures for the certification of specialized ecclesial 
ministers by arch/dioceses and organizations. 

Scope of Accreditation 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has designated the USCCB/CCA as a separately 
incorporated accrediting commission to accredit post-secondary ministry formation and CPE programs that 
prepare people for understanding their baptismal call to service in the Church and in the world. Programs 
may be sponsored by arch/dioceses, colleges, health care institutions, seminaries, universities and other 
institutions that are listed in The Official Catholic Directory and are authorized to conduct post-secondary 
educational programs in the United States. To apply for and maintain accreditation by the USCCB/CCA, 
CPE programs must provide evidence of compliance with the accreditation standards in the current 
publication of the Accreditation Handbook for Clinical Pastoral Education Programs. Ministry formation 
programs must provide evidence of compliance with the accreditation standards in the current publication 
of the Accreditation Handbook for Ministry Formation Programs. Accredited programs and programs 
preparing for accreditation are listed in this directory. 
 
After the period of initial accreditation, the USCCB/CCA collaborates with the Association for Clinical 
Pastoral Education (ACPE) on joint accreditation site reviews. The ACPE is a intracultural, multifaith 
organization devoted to providing education and improving the quality of ministry and pastoral care offered 
by spiritual caregivers of all faiths through the clinical educational methods of Clinical Pastoral Education. 

Scope of Approval of Certification Standards and Procedures 
The USCCB/CCA approves certification standards and procedures for Catholic organizations to certify 
specialized ministers. Certifying organizations submitting certification standards and procedures to the 
USCCB/CCA may be arch/diocesan departments, national organizations of specialized ministers listed in 
The Official Catholic Directory, and organizations sponsored by state Catholic conferences. Organizations 
seeking approval from the USCCB/CCA shall provide documentation to indicate that certification 
standards, policies and procedures are in compliance with those listed in the current publication of the 
Certification Handbook for specialized ministries. Organizations with approved certification standards and 
procedures and those preparing to submit certification standards and procedures to the USCCB/CCA are 
listed in this directory. 

Board of Directors 
The USCCB/CCA is governed by a board of directors. The directors are appointed by the president of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The board of directors and the USCCB/CCA executive 
director are listed at the end of this directory and are available for consultation. 

This USCCB/CCA Directory is posted on our website at www.usccbcca.org 
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Accredited Programs 
 

ARIZONA 

Ministry Formation Program (Prepare the Way/Caminante) 
Diocese of Phoenix, Kino Institute 

400 E. Monroe St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2336 

 Phone: 602-354-2344 
 Fax: 602-354-2443 

E-mail: mmueller@diocesephoenix.org 
Web: www.kinoinstitute.org 
 
Prepare the Way/Caminante, sponsored by the Diocese of Phoenix Kino Institute, is a formational 
experience built upon a core curriculum which addresses the need of participants to connect their 
experience with the deep theological roots of the Catholic faith. This program in Spanish and English offers 
a variety of learning experiences to participants to promote their theological, spiritual, and pastoral 
formation and to prepare participants for lay ministry and entrance into the Permanent Diaconate Program. 
Please direct inquiries to Ms. MaryBeth Mueller, Executive Director of Education and Evangelization. 
 
CALIFORNIA 

Ministry Formation Program 
Diocese of Stockton, School of Ministry 

1125 North Lincoln Street 
Stockton, CA 95203-2410 

Phone: 209-546-7629 
Fax: 209-463-5937 
E-mail:  wscheuermann@stocktondiocese.org 

The Ministry Formation Program, sponsored by the Diocese of Stockton School of Ministry, offers basic 
and advanced theology for ministry courses to assist in the development of lay ministers for the diocese. 
These courses provide theological, doctrinal, and skills training for ministry. Both the basic and advanced 
theology for ministry courses are offered in English and Spanish. The overall goals of the School of 
Ministry are: to develop the professional, pastoral, and ministerial skills, to promote personal and spiritual 
maturity in ministry, to raise awareness of catholic social teachings as an aspect of all ministry, to develop 
cultural sensitivity, and to facilitate pastoral activities which promote evangelization, faith formation, 
community, and pastoral care. The School of Ministry also offers specialized training for ministry, a 
scripture institute, and an institute for spirituality and spiritual direction. Please direct inquiries to Wanda 
Scheuermann, Director. 

 

 

mailto:mmueller@diocesephoenix.org�
http://www.kinoinstitute.org/�
mailto:wscheuermann@stocktondiocese.org�
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CONNECTICUT 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Hospital of St. Raphael 

Department of Pastoral Care 
125 Sherman Avenue 
New Haven, CT 06511-5236 

Phone: 203-789-3245 
 203-789-3248 – The Rev. Young-ki-Eun 
Fax: 203-789-3251 

  E-mail: yeun@srhs.org  
  Web: www.srhs.org (Hospital) 

 www.srhs.org/clinicalpastoraleducation (CPE Program Page) 

The Hospital of Saint Raphael (HSR) is a 511-bed academic health care center affiliated with Yale 
University School of Medicine, founded in 1907 and sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint 
Elizabeth. 

The program, sponsored by the Hospital of St. Raphael, is accredited by the USCCB/CCA and the 
ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education. The program offers an intensive summer unit and a nine-
month, three-unit residency in CPE. Areas available for ministry specialization include cardiology, 
oncology, intensive care, emergency medicine, psychiatry, obstetrics, rehabilitation, outpatient clinics 
and geriatric medicine.CPE trainees are fully integrated into the Department of Pastoral Care, and 
they work closely with hospital staff in direct patient care, family care, and support groups. The 
residency program offers the following: a stipend, medical and dental benefits with a small employee 
contribution, seven paid holidays, and ten paid vacation days. Please direct inquiries to Rev. Young-ki 
Eun, CPE Program Manager. 

 

FLORIDA 

Ministry Formation Program 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Catholic Center 
11625 Old St. Augustine Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32258-2060 

Phone: 904-262-3200, ext. 118 
Fax: 904-262-0698 
E-mail: emcgeever@dosafl.com 
Web: http://mfpstaug.catholicweb.com 

The Ministry Formation Program, sponsored by the Diocese of St. Augustine, is a planned process of education, 
formation, and practical training for leaders in ministry. It involves a three-year comprehensive program of study 
in Sacred Scripture, tradition, Catholic beliefs, sacraments, and morality. Participants are provided opportunities 
for theological and spiritual development, and for relating their own gifts to the needs of their parish or diocese. A 
supervised practicum follows in the fall of the third year. The satisfactory completion of the three-year program is 
celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine. The program is offered at The Marywood Center for 
Spirituality and Ministry, the diocesan retreat center. Please direct inquiries to Erin McGeever, Program Director. 

 

 

 

mailto:yeun@srhs.org�
http://www.srhs.org/�
http://www.srhs.org/clinicalpastoraleducation�
mailto:emcgeever@dosafl.com�
http://mfpstaug.catholicweb.com/�
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Ministry Formation Program 
Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute, Diocese of St. Petersburg 

P.O. Box 40200 
St. Petersburg, FL 33743-0200 

Phone: 727-344-1611 ext. 366 
Fax: 727-374-0207 
E-mail: smw@dosp.org 

The Ministry Formation Program, sponsored by the Diocese of St. Petersburg Lay Pastoral Ministry 
Institute, offers a four-year developmental process for the formation of lay ministers. Pastors and parish 
staff of the churches to which participants belong are involved in identifying candidates for the program, 
and assisting them in discerning the ministries to which they are called. The program focuses on the 
formation of participants in the areas of spirituality, theology, pastoral skills, and personal development. In 
order to establish a skilled corps of leaders for family, community, and church ministry, the first year 
provides participants an opportunity to discern their call to ministry in the church and in the community. 
The last three years provide participants with more formal academic training, consisting of four eight-hour 
modules of classes and two full retreat days each year. In addition to these sessions, the program offers 
theological reflection components and mentoring groups on an ongoing basis. Please direct inquiries to Sr. 
Marlene Weidenborner, O.S.F., Program Director. 

 

ILLINOIS 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Resurrection Health Care 

Nazareth Family Center 
1127 N. Oakley Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60622-3507 

Phone: 312-770-3325 
Fax: 312-770-3352 
E-mail: pamrich@reshealthcare.org 

The program, sponsored by Resurrection Health Care, is accredited by the USCCB/CCA and the ACPE to 
offer Clinical Pastoral Education. The program is operated in collaboration with Spiritual Services under 
the auspices of the Resurrection Health Care Mission Office. This CPE program is offered each year as full-
time (summer) and extended part-time (fall through spring) units as well as a 36-week residency from 
September through early May each year. Group and individual supervision are conducted at two main CPE 
component sites. CPE student interns and residents have an opportunity to do clinical pastoral visits under 
the mentoring of a certified chaplain at one of RHC’s clinical placement sites: eight hospitals, eight nursing 
homes, and four retirement communities. The three residency CPE units include specializations in the areas 
of acute care, senior services and hospice ministry. Please direct inquiries to Dr. M. Paracleta Amrich, 
SS.C.M., NACC CPE Supervisor and System Director of CPE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:smw@dosp.org�
mailto:pamrich@reshealthcare.org�
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Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Loyola University Health System 

Department of Pastoral Care and Education 
2160 South First Avenue 
Maywood, IL  60153-5585 

Phone: 708-216-9056 (Pastoral Care) 
 708-216-3585 (CPE) 
Fax: 708-216-8294 
E-mail: jkaelin@lumc.edu 
Web: http://www.loyolamedicine.org/Medical_Services/Services_A-Z/Clinical-Pastoral-Education-

Program.cfm 

The program, sponsored by Loyola University Health System (LUHS), is dually accredited by 
USCCB/CCA and the ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education. Loyola University Medical Center 
(LUMC) is a level-one trauma center located ten miles west of downtown Chicago. LUHS offers intensive 
CPE Summer, Fall and Winter internships at the academic Medical Center where the patient population 
ranks sixth in the nation in acuity of illness and 40% of the 523-licensed beds are ICU. In addition, LUHS 
offers a twenty-week Extended Unit, January-May, for 20 hrs/wk with clinical placement at Loyola’s 
community hospital, Gottlieb Memorial Hospital. (Due to budgetary constraints, our residency program has 
been suspended.) 

The LUHS CPE program offers supervised clinical learning in both inpatient and outpatient settings, 
individualized mentoring by the staff of eight full-time and six part-time chaplains, and opportunities for 
working with interdisciplinary teams. Specialties at LUMC include cardiology with a heart transplant unit, 
oncology with a bone marrow transplant unit and a large outpatient cancer center, ER/trauma with a 
specialty burn unit, women’s and children’s health, including a 50-bed neonatal unit, neurology and 
neurosurgery with an in-patient rehabilitation unit and general medicine, with dialysis and renal transplant 
services. Gottlieb Memorial Hospital has lower acuity, a slower pace and neighborhood-based health care. 
Supervisors are Rev. Jim Creighton, S.J., certified by NACC and ACPE and Jerry Kaelin, ACPE 
Supervisor. 

 

INDIANA 

The Ecclesial Lay Ministry Program 
Diocese of Lafayette 
Catholic Pastoral Center 

2300 S. 9th Street 
Lafayette, IN  47909-2400 

Phone: 888-544-1684, Ext. 170 
Fax: 765-474-3403 
E-mail: aroat@dioceseoflafayette.org 
Web: www.dioceseoflafayette.org 
 
The Ecclesial Lay Ministry Program (ELM) is the foundational formation program for laity serving in 
ministerial leadership positions in the diocese. The formation program consists of four components: human 
formation through mentoring, academic formation through ten two-credit hour introductory theology 
courses, pastoral formation through fourteen pastoral and professional skill workshops, and spiritual 
formation through classes, workshops, retreats and ongoing assessments. The ELM program is offered at 
sites throughout the diocese in cooperation with Saint Joseph’s College, Rensselaer, Indiana, which governs 
and oversees the academic portion of the program. Laity who complete the program will have: grown in 
their self-knowledge, attained a basic understanding of the Church’s teachings and traditions, acquired 

mailto:jkaelin@lumc.edu�
http://www.loyolamedicine.org/Medical_Services/Services_A-Z/Clinical-Pastoral-Education-Program.cfm�
http://www.loyolamedicine.org/Medical_Services/Services_A-Z/Clinical-Pastoral-Education-Program.cfm�
mailto:aroat@dioceseoflafayette.org�
http://www.dioceseoflafayette.org/�
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pastoral and professions skills that will assist them in their ministries, and participated in a spiritual 
formation process to further develop their own prayer life and strengthen their communal worship and 
experience of God in daily life. This is a certificate program. For those holding a baccalaureate degree from 
an accredited institution, there is the option of attaining an additional baccalaureate degree in Lay Ecclesial 
Ministry from Saint Joseph’s College. Program participants can receive equivalency credit for prior 
ministerial experience or training as well as for theology credits earned at the undergraduate or graduate 
level. For more information, please contact Dr. Anne D. Roat, Director of the Office for Adult Catechesis. 
 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Clinical Pastoral Education System Program 
Caritas Christi Health Care System 

The Clinical Pastoral Education System Program, sponsored by Caritas Christi Health Care, is accredited by 
both the USCCB/CCA and the ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education. The program is located at two 
different facilities in the greater Boston area. Interested applicants are requested to apply to the program 
where they wish to train. 

 

Clinical Pastoral Education System Program 

Holy Family Hospital and Medical Center 

70 East Street 
Methuen, MA 01844-4597 

Phone: 978-687-0156, ext. 2136 
Fax:  978-688-7689 
E-mail: Claudia.Blanchette@caritaschristi.org 

Clinical Pastoral Education is offered in full-time summer and weekday extended units. Please 
direct inquiries to Sr. Claudia Blanchette, SND, Ph.D., Program Director and CPE Supervisor. 

 

Clinical Pastoral Education System Program 

St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center 

736 Cambridge Street 
Brighton, MA 02135-2997 

Phone: 617-789-2093 
Fax:  617-789-3007 
E-mail: John.Weagraff@caritaschristi.org 

Clinical Pastoral Education is offered in full-time summer, weekend extended, and weekday 
extended units. Please direct inquiries to Rev. John Weagraff, Psy.D., Ph.D., Program Director 
and CPE Supervisor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Claudia.Blanchette@caritaschristi.org�
mailto:John.Weagraff@caritaschristi.org�
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MINNESOTA 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Essentia Health  
St. Mary’s Medical Center 

407 East Third Street 
Duluth, MN 55805-1984 

Phone: 218-786-4442 
Fax: 218-786-4185 
E-mail: joland@smdc.org 

The program, sponsored by Essentia Health, St. Mary’s Medical Center is accredited to offer Clinical 
Pastoral Education. The program offers an extended CPE unit in the fall and winter and a ten-week unit in 
summer, beginning the first week of June. It also offers an eight-month weekend unit from October through 
May. St. Mary’s Medical Center, a 325 bed acute care facility serving a tri-state area, offers clinical 
experience in the major areas of chronic and critical care. Please direct inquiries to Sr. Judith Oland, O.S.B., 
Coordinator and CPE Supervisor. 

 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. Marys Hospital, Mayo Foundation 

Mayo Department of Chaplain Services 
201 West Center Street, EI 2-130 
Rochester, MN 55902-3003 

Phone: 507-255-5551 
Fax: 507-266-7882 
E-mail:  buryska.james@mayo.edu 
Web: www.mayoclinic.org 
 
The program, sponsored by St. Marys Hospital, Mayo Foundation, is accredited to offer Clinical Pastoral 
Education. The program offers the following: an eleven-week summer internship unit of CPE, beginning 
the day after Memorial Day: a twelve-month (four unit) CPE residency. The twelve-month residency 
requires graduate-level education, either in process or completed, and it is preferred that applicants have 
prior CPE experience. CPE students receive a competitive stipend. Health benefits are available at a 
reasonable cost. Students have the opportunity for supervised clinical learning in a broad and diverse 
variety of inpatient and outpatient settings at the Mayo Medical Center, Rochester. The program is situated 
in a large interfaith Department of Chaplain Services. Please direct inquiries to Rev. James Buryska, 
Program Director and CPE Supervisor. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:joland@smdc.org�
mailto:buryska.james@mayo.edu�
http://www.mayoclinic.org/�
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MISSOURI 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. John’s Hospital 

Director of Pastoral Education 
1235 East Cherokee 
Springfield, MO 65804-2263 
Phone: 417-820-2736 (Barbara Brumleve) 
 417-820-7440 (Nancy Beckenhauer) 
Fax: 417-820-2504 
E-mail: Barbara.Brumleve@mercy.net 
 Nancy.Beckenhauer@march.net 
 
The program, sponsored by St. John’s Hospital, is accredited to offer Clinical Pastoral Education. St. John’s 
is the primary facility of a regional system serving a large area of Southwest Missouri and Northwest 
Arkansas. St. John’s Healthcare is rated number one among the top 100 integrated health systems in the 
United States. The learning environment of the program offers experience in all acute care areas plus a 
variety of specialties including level-one trauma, cardiothoracic surgery, neurotrauma, advanced oncology, 
palliative care, behavioral health, and burn care. Additional clinical assignments may be possible in rural 
health care, hospice, rehabilitation, and long-term care. Offerings currently include an intense summer unit, 
a year-long residency, and extended units offered throughout the year. Please direct inquiries to Barbara 
Brumleve, SSND, Ph.D., or Nancy Beckenhauer, Directors of Pastoral Education. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Lay Ministry Formation Program Called to Servant Leadership 
Diocese of Manchester 

153 Ash Street 
Manchester, NH 03105-0310 

Phone: 603-669-3100 Ext, 172 
Fax: 603-669-0377 
E-mail: PGabree@rcbm.org 

Called to Servant Leadership is a three-year ministry formation program offered in cooperation with Saint 
Anselm College. The program invites Catholic laity to prepare to exercise their leadership roles in the 
Church through a formation process of study, prayer, and vocational experience. This ministry formation 
program will be offered at Saint Anselm College, Plymouth State University, and St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School in Dover, NH. Please address inquiries to Patricia A. Gabree, Executive Director for Education and 
Formation of the Laity and Director of the Lay Ministry Formation Program. 
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NEW JERSEY 

Christian Foundations for Ministry Program 
Archdiocese of Newark, Ministerial Development Center 

171 Clifton Avenue 
P.O. Box 9500 
Newark, NJ 07104-1019 

Phone: 973-497-4350 or 973-497-4154 
Fax: 973-497-4317 
E-mail: waltermi@rcan.org 

The Christian Foundations for Ministry Program, sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark Ministerial 
Development Center, is a three-year process of spiritual formation and education. The program is designed 
to help participants recognize their baptismal call and to exercise their talents in service to the church and to 
the world. The purpose of the program is to form a knowledgeable, prayerful, and community-oriented laity 
by providing foundational courses in current Catholic theology, spirituality, and ministerial skill 
development. The program also emphasizes that spirituality and growth can be realized anywhere, in any 
walk or stage of life, occupation, or profession. Sessions are conducted in English, Haitian Creole, 
Portuguese, and Spanish with course outlines and resource materials in these languages. Please direct 
inquiries to Very Rev. Michael Walters, Program Director. 

 

NEW YORK 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Diocese of Brooklyn 

Queens Hospital Center 
Building T, Room 6C-1 
82-68 164th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11432-1121 

Phone: 718-883-2009 
Fax: 718-883-2915 
E-mail: HOUSERJ@nychhc.org 
Web: www.ccbq.org 

This CPE program, sponsored by the Diocese of Brooklyn, is accredited to offer Clinical Pastoral 
Education. The people in the diocese speak more than 45 different languages and live in ethnic and cultural 
neighborhoods. Brooklyn is the only totally urban diocese in the United States, and its people have the 
social, economic and varying religious needs common to residents in any large international city. The 
program reflects the marketplace in which students are ministering to the most vulnerable. Its resources 
include those of Queens Hospital Center, supported by the NYC Health and Hospital’s Corporation and the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. Queens Hospital Center is a teaching municipal hospital with a large and developing 
campus. The hospital provides a full range of health and psychiatric services, mainly to the population of 
Southern Queens. This 400-bed facility has approximately 183,130 inpatient admissions, 452,378 
outpatients, and 96,540 emergency room visits annually. It maintains Center of Excellence in four of its 
Departments. Student interns are provided the opportunity to minister to patients of varied racial, cultural, 
and religious backgrounds, and function alongside a multidisciplinary professional staff as part of an 
ecumenical ministerial team. Student interns specializing in prison ministry are assigned to a New York 
City correctional facility. The CPE program is conducted throughout the week, with varied schedules for 
students who are employed as chaplains. Please direct inquiries to Sr. Julie Houser, CSJ, Program Director 
and CPE Supervisor.  
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Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Sisters of Charity Hospital 

2157 Main Street 
Buffalo, NY 14214-2692 

Phone: 716-862-1374 
Fax: 716-862-1644 
E-mail: mr7609@chsbuffalo.org 

The program, sponsored by the Sisters of Charity Hospital, is accredited by both the USCCB/CCA and the 
ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education and Supervisory CPE. The program offers student interns 
opportunities for ministry to patients and clients in health-care-based and community-based settings such as 
parishes, prisons, shelters, refugee resettlement programs, and soup kitchens. 

CPE units are offered in the fall (September - December), spring (January - April), and summer (May - 
August). The three Supervisors are: Sr. Janet Bielmann, R.S.M., Dr. Tyler Dudley, and Theresa Lowther 
(Candidate). Paula Moscato, Vice President for Mission, oversees the CPE Program. Please direct inquiries 
to Melody Rutherford, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Lay Ministry Program 
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Pastoral Institute Lay Ministry Program 

7200 Douglaston Parkway 
Douglaston, NY 11362-1997 

Phone: 718-229-8001, ext 350 
Fax: 718-281-4290 
E-mail: pastoralinstitute@rcdob.org 
 
Affirming the baptismal call of women and men to serve the Church of Brooklyn and Queens, The Pastoral 
Institute sponsors the Lay Leadership Formation for Ministry Program. Participants are provided with the 
foundations that are needed to develop a holistic approach to ministry in this immigrant, multi-cultural, and 
uniquely urban diocese. The program components include: spiritual formation, theological education, mentoring, 
supervised practicum, and pastoral skills development. Classes are offered in English and Spanish. Please direct 
inquiries to Gerald Tortorella, Program Director. 

 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Catholic Health Services of Long Island 

245 Old Country Road 
Melville, NY 11747-2726 

Phone:  631-465-6276 
Fax: 631-689-5353 
E-mail: maryt.oneill@chsli.org 
Web: www.chaplainsforum.org 

The Interfaith Program, sponsored by the Diocese of Rockville Centre Catholic Health Services of Long 
Island, is accredited by both the USCCB/CCA and the ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education and 
Supervisory CPE. The program offers a wide variety of clinical opportunities for pastoral learning and 
functioning in health care, hospice, parish, and community outreach settings through full-time and extended 
CPE units. Stipends are available for a year-long residency of three units. Please direct inquiries to Dr. 
Mary T. O’Neill, Vice President, Spiritual Care and Pastoral Education. 

mailto:mr7609@chsbuffalo.org�
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Ministry Formation Program 
Diocese of Rockville Centre, Pastoral Formation Institute 

P.O. Box 9023 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571-9023 

Phone: 516-678-5800, ext. 200 
Fax: 516-536-3473 
E-mail: epeck@drvc.org 

The Ministry Formation Program, sponsored by the Diocese of Rockville Centre Pastoral Formation 
Institute, is a three-year program. The program is an invitation for participants to enter into an integrated 
process of spiritual, theological, and psychological development, leading to the establishment of a skilled 
and confident corps of leaders for family, community, and church ministry. The first two years consist of 
core formation and education that is based in experiential learning. During this period, participants attend 
weeknights, weekdays, or Saturday classes, and three workshop weekends per year, for a total of more than 
400 hours of prayer, study, and faith sharing each year. Participants in the third year are offered a choice of 
ministry tracks which include class work, theological reflection groups, mentor assistance, and a supervised 
practicum. Ministry leadership tracks offer specialization in small Christian communities; parish social 
ministry, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults; pastoral care of the sick, spiritual growth; tribunal 
advocacy; evangelization; prison ministry; ministry to the third age, catechetical, family, and youth 
ministry; stewardship, bereavement, and marriage preparation and enrichment. Religious from many 
communities come to the program for a renewal experience, and some congregations send novices for 
initial formation. Please direct inquiries to Estelle Peck, Director of the Pastoral Formation Institute. 

 

OHIO 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
TriHealth Bethesda and Good Samaritan Hospital 

375 Dixmyth Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45220-2489 

Phone: 513-862-2281 
Fax: 513-862-3435 
E-mail: frank_nation@trihealth.com 

The program, sponsored by TriHealth Bethesda and Good Samaritan Hospital, is accredited to offer Clinical 
Pastoral Education. CPE is offered in summer, fall, and winter units. CPE student interns learn about 
themselves as individuals and professionals. The program includes lectures, seminars, audio-visual 
sessions, interprofessional conferences, worship, play, group dynamics, weekly individual supervision, and 
other activities that focus on clinical and theological issues. Please direct inquiries to Dr. Frank Nation, 
Manager of Pastoral Care and CPE. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
 
Ministry Formation Program 
Office of Adult Formation 
Diocese of Allentown 

900 S. Woodward Street 
Allentown, PA  18103-4179 

Phone: 610-289-8900, ext. 226 
Fax: 610-289-7917 
E-mail: MHartigan@allentowndiocese.org 

The Institute for Lay Ministry, sponsored by the Diocese of Allentown, offers a three-year Ministry 
Formation Program. Participants are provided a foundation in theological studies, pastoral skills, and 
spiritual development that is integrated with a preparation for ministry and service. The program includes 
course work, retreats, retreats, small group and individual mentoring. During the third year, participants 
select, plan, and implement a Project in Ministry intended to integrate knowledge, spirituality, and 
ministerial skills. Please direct inquiries to Mary Fran Hartigan, Program Administrator. 

 
Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. Mary CPE Program 
 
St. Mary Medical Center 
1201 Langhorne-Newtown Road 
Langhorne, PA 19047-1295 

Phone: 215-710-5045 
 215-710-5085 
Fax: 215-710-2298 
E-mail: aprimus@stmaryhealthcare.org 
 pbenoit@stmaryhealthcare.org 
 
The program, sponsored by St. Mary Medical Center, is accredited by the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops Commission on Certification and Accreditation and the Association for Clinical Pastoral 
Education to offer Level 1, Level 2 and Supervisory Clinical Pastoral Education. Two suburban hospitals 
currently provide the clinical site and pastoral context for placement of chaplain interns: St. Mary Medical 
Center, Langhorne, PA and Holy Redeemer Hospital and Medical Center, Meadowbrook, PA. The Diocese 
of Camden is the third partner in this diverse program. In addition to sending students/seminarians to 
summer, fall and extended units, supervisory resources have made it possible to offer uniquely designed 
programs using the formal CPE model, but tailored to meet the needs of the diverse levels of formation 
within the Diocese of Camden. 
 
Chaplain Interns are offered a variety of clinical experiences within a continuum of care related to 
maternity, NICU, general surgery, trauma, critical care, eldercare, oncology, hospice and rehabilitation. The 
many services accompanying inpatient and outpatient specialties may be extended to chaplain interns in 
Level II as they seek areas of interest for development and specialization. 
 
Direct all inquiries to Phylis Benoit, Administrative Coordinator for the CPE Program or Program Director 
and NACC/ACPE Supervisor, Sr. Arlene Primus, M.S.C. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Roper St. Francis Healthcare 

2095 Henry Tecklenburg Drive 
Charleston, SC 29414-0001 

Phone: 843-402-1704 
Fax: 843-402-1052 
E-mail: helen.waugh@ropersaintfrancis.com 
 
The program, sponsored by Roper St. Francis Healthcare, is accredited by both the USCCB/CCA and the 
ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education. Five full-time units and one extended unit are offered each year. 
CPE residents and student interns provide spiritual care to patients, families, and staff at both Bon Secours 
St. Francis Hospital and Roper Hospital. These facilities offer a full range of specialty and general patient 
care services including cardiology, oncology, gynecology, orthopedics, and an active emergency room. 
Students in the twelve-month residency program receive a competitive stipend. Please direct inquiries to Sr. 
Helen Waugh, S.F.C.C., Clinical Pastoral Educator and Program Supervisor. 
 
 

TEXAS 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health Care 

Spiritual Care Department 
333 North Santa Rosa Street 
San Antonio, TX 78207-3198 

Phone: 210-704-2851 
Fax: 210-704-2179 
E-mail: md.davis@christushealth.org 
Web: www.christussantarosa.org 
 
The program, sponsored by CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health Care (CSRHC), is accredited to offer Clinical 
Pastoral Education and Supervisory CPE. CSRHC is multi-specialty, Multi-site faith-based health care 
system and provides the most community value/charity care of all Catholic health care systems nationwide. 
Ministry in acute and chronic illness settings within a predominantly Hispanic Catholic population further 
develops the pastoral identity and praxis of students. Ministry experiences with infants and children 
challenge students to integrate new poignant experiences with academic theology. Evolving spiritual 
assessments and charting tools provide students with a spiritual and theological vocabulary to describe 
interaction with patients, families, and staff. Interdisciplinary ministry increases students’ comprehension of 
ethics, spirituality in the workplace, suffering, healing, and end-of-life issues and rituals. 
 
The program offers students varied cultural experiences in a hospitable city. Completing CPE at CSRHD, 
students will be more effectively prepared for ministry and certification as chaplains, having experienced 
extensive and varied theological reflections processes, developed their own theology of ministry, learned 
Spanish for pastoral interactions, and ministered alongside certified chaplains and a CPE supervisor whose 
primary focus is the learning growth of students. Students successfully completing CPE units may request 
that the units be applied toward the partial completion of a Doctor of Ministry degree through a cooperative 
agreement with Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio. Stipends and benefits are available for full-time 
residency students. Please direct inquiries to Mary Davis, Manager, and Spiritual Care/CPE Supervisor.  
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Ministry Formation Program 
Mexican American Catholic College 

3115 West Ashby Place 
San Antonio, TX 78228-5104 

Phone: 210-732-2156  Ext. 7116  
Fax: 210-736-2963 
E-mail: lbrown@maccsa.org 
 
The three-week Hispanic Ministry in the 21st Century program, a semester or year for Hispanic Pastoral 
Ministry, Intensive Pastoral Spanish, and Intensive Pastoral English are the focused components of the 
accredited program sponsored by the Mexican American Catholic College (MACC). MACC, sponsor of the 
accredited program, is a national Catholic institution founded in 1972, as the Mexican American Cultural 
Center, for the preparation of leaders to respond to the religious and social needs of Hispanic communities. 
While MACC remains rooted in the Mexican American experience and focused on the development of 
Latino Leadership, MACC has evolved into a Catholic College offering a bi-literate, multicultural 
formation program that can lead to a BA and an MA in Pastoral Ministry, and is at the service of all 
cultures, working for the common good of the church and society in the United States. The program offers a 
comprehensive curriculum for adult and youth leaders as they develop and implement processes for 
intercultural understanding, awareness of racism, and systemic change within their communities. The 
Gospel and the teachings of the church animate MACC’s mission to empower and educate leaders for 
service in a culturally diverse church and society. The program furthers the dialogue between faith and 
culture by providing students communal, interactive experiences in theology, pastoral ministry, Spanish and 
English language studies, and research of Hispanic and intercultural realities. The courses in the program 
are both academic and experiential. The formation of students includes learning information, skills, and 
processes to appreciate their own giftedness for the service of others as they experience understanding, 
harmony, and growth within an intercultural community. Please direct inquiries to the Director of 
Continuing Education for Ministry, Rev. Len Brown, C.M.F. 
 
 
WASHINGTON 
 
Clinical Pastoral Education 
Franciscan Health System CPE Program 
St. Joseph Medical Center 

1717 South “J” Street 
P.O. Box 2197 
Tacoma, WA 98401-2197 

Phone: 253-426-6735 
Fax: 253-426-4924 
E-mail: gordonhilsman@fhshealth.org 
Web: http://www.fhshealth.org/services.aspx 

The program, sponsored by the Franciscan Health System and its St. Joseph Medical Center, is accredited 
by both the USCCB/CCA and the ACPE to offer Level I and Level II Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 
and Supervisory CPE. The Franciscan Health System includes five hospitals, an inpatient/outpatient hospice 
and several clinics, as part of Catholic Health Initiatives, a national health care organization. Year-long CPE 
residencies are offered, two at inpatient hospice, one in general hospital ministry, and one at a nearby 
hospitality kitchen for the homeless and indigent sponsored by Catholic Community Services of Western 
Washington. CPE student interns are offered experiences in a wide variety of health care specialties 
including oncology, heart surgery, hospice, women’s services, mental health, emergency and outpatient 
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renal dialysis. The system spiritual department supports a parish nurse coordinator and a spiritual care team 
of chaplains who serve as preceptors to student interns. CPE Supervisors are Rev. Dr. Garrett Starmer III, 
ACPE and Dr. Gordon J. Hilsman, NACC/ACPE, Manager of CPE. Please direct inquiries to Dr. Starmer. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. Francis Hospital, An affiliate of Thomas Health System, Inc. 

333 Laidley Street 
P.O. Box 471 
Charleston, WV 25322-0471 

Phone: 304-347-6708  
Fax: 304-347-6885 
E-mail: virginia.yeager@stfh.net 

The program, sponsored by St. Francis Hospital, is accredited by the USCCB/CCA to offer Clinical 
Pastoral Education. Saint Francis Hospital, an affiliate of Thomas Health System, Inc. is located in 
Charleston, the capital of West Virginia. The hospital also serves many surrounding small rural 
communities. The program is offered in an extended unit format, comprised of two days a week for a period 
of twenty-two weeks. A variety of clinical placements at Saint Francis Hospital and other local ministry 
sites provide CPE students with the opportunity for the experience of ministry in acute care, general 
surgery, open-heart surgery, oncology, intensive care, hospice care, and church visitation of the sick and 
homebound. Students engage with people of various religious, cultural, and educational backgrounds and 
experiences. Please direct inquiries to Sr. Virginia Yeager, CSJ, Program Director and CPE Supervisor. 

 

WISCONSIN 

Commissioned Ministry Leadership Formation Program 
Diocese of Green Bay 

1825 Riverside Drive 
P.O. Box 23825 
Green Bay, WI 54305-3825 

Phone: 920-272-8268 
Fax: 920-437-0694 
E-mail: tpichler@gbdioc.org 

The Commissioned Ministry Leadership Formation Program is sponsored by the Diocese of Green Bay in 
collaboration with Silver Lake College. The program, a response to the challenge of fostering and nurturing 
lay ecclesial ministers in leadership roles, consists of a three-stage process that integrates courses in Sacred 
Scripture, theology, specialized ministry with personal growth, spiritual enrichment opportunities and peer 
sponsorship in a specialized ministry. Silver Lake College, Manitowoc, grants credit for the successful 
completion of the academic component of the program. Through the program, participants are prepared for 
ministerial leadership in one of the following areas: pastoral ministry, liturgy, faith formation, youth 
ministry, and church business management. Please direct inquiries to Tony Pichler, Program Director. 
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Programs Preparing for Accreditation 
 

CONNECTICUT 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. Vincent’s Health Services 

2800 Main Street 
Bridgeport, CT  06606 

Phone: 203-576-6449 
Fax: 203-581–6556 
E-mail: dougherty_margaret@yahoo.com  or SR.Margaret.Dougherty@stvincents.org 

As a Catholic health ministry, St. Vincent’s places high priority on spiritual and pastoral services to patients 
and families. There is a strong supportive staff community. It has often been said that when you enter St. 
Vincent’s there is something different that is immediately palpable. We believe this is the spirituality that 
rests in the very cohesive staff community. 

In the interest of continuing to have qualified persons to minister to our patients and patients everywhere, 
St. Vincent’s is investing in a Clinical Pastoral Education Program. Our hopes are to be accredited by both 
the USCCB/CCA and ACPE since we also place a high priority on diversity. We will be receiving our first 
students to begin CPE on May 25, 2010. 

We plan on conducting two units a year: an extended unit from September to May and an intensive unit for 
eleven weeks during the summer. The program will consist of sessions characteristic of CPE: verbatim 
seminars with theological reflection, interpersonal relationship sessions, didactics and individual 
supervisory conferences. Peer groups may range from three to seven students and will be diversified in 
religious persuasions and cultures. Tuition will be $650 with an application fee of $50. Sister Margaret 
Dougherty, a Daughter of Charity and a supervisor certified by both ACPE and NACC, will be the 
supervisor. 

 

FLORIDA 

Lay Ecclesial Ministry Formation 
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Institute for Ministry Formation 

11 North B Street 
Pensacola, FL 32501-4601 

Phone: 850-435-3500 
Fax: 850-435-6424 
E-mail: imf@ptdiocese.org 

The program, sponsored by the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee Institute for Ministry Formation, provides 
a four-year ministry formation program for participants in an integrated process of spiritual, theological, 
and psychological development. The goal is to develop a corps of confident and skilled leaders for ministry 
in the church. The first year is a year of discernment where participants spend time studying and reflecting 
on core tenets of the faith to discern their specific call to ministry and/or the diaconate. Included in this year 
are sessions on theological reflection, church history, introduction to theology, ministry, and 
communication skills. A day of recollection begins the year, and a retreat completes the year. The next three 
years include courses on the Old Testament, New Testament, Ecclesiology, Sacraments, Morality/Catholic 
Social Teaching, Christology, Canon Law, and Pastoral Counseling. Each year workshops will include 
skills and topics such as ministerial relationships, diversity, group dynamic and facilitation skills, styles of 
leadership, conflict resolution, team building, problem solving, volunteers and collaboration, and legal and 
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ethical issues. Reflection days and retreats will be part of the spiritual formation each year. Additional years 
of specialized study will be offered in liturgical ministry, tribunal advocate, youth/young adult ministry, 
spiritual direction, ministry to families, ministry to engaged couples, and other ministries as determined by 
the diocese. Participants completing the core four-year program will receive a certificate of completion 
from the diocese. Participants in a specialized ministry may be certified by the responsible diocesan office. 
Please direct inquiries to one of the Co-Directors: Msgr. James Flaherty, J.C.L., J.V., or Sr. Margaret 
Kuntz, A.S.C.J. 

 

MAINE 
 
Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
Mercy Hospital 
 
144 State Street 
Portland, ME  04101 
 
Phone: 207-879-3744 
Fax: 207-879-3429 
E-mail: crabbj@mercyme.com 
Web: www.mercyhospital.org 
 
Mercy Hospital, located in Portland, Maine is initiating a CPE program that will be dually accredited by 
USCCB/CCA and ACPE. The hospital has recently opened a facility on the beautiful Fore River and is 
transitioning to this new facility. Mercy Hospital follows in the tradition of Catherine McAuley, the 
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy. Her focus was to provide excellent, compassionate ministry with a 
special care for the poor and the disadvantaged. The Mercy Hospital CPE program follows that mission to 
bring a healing heart to patients, clients’ families, and staff. Ministry opportunities include the healthcare 
setting of Mercy Hospital along with community outreach. Placements in the community include Mercy’s 
nationally respected Recovery Center in Westbrook; Gary’s House, a facility away from home for families 
who have a loved one in crisis and McAuley Residence, a facility for homeless or abused women and their 
children. CPE interns also serve as chaplains with the Portland Police Department. Portland as an 
immigrant community allows students creative opportunities to work collaboratively with a diverse 
population. CPE units will be an extended unit from September to April and the traditional full-time 
summer unit. Contact Rev. John T. Crabb, SJ, Director of Clinical Pastoral Education and Director of the 
Pastoral Care Department, an NACC certified CPE Supervisor and ACPE certified CPE Supervisor. 

 

OHIO 

Lay Pastoral Ministry Program 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, The Athenaeum of Ohio 

6616 Beechmont Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH  45230-2000 

Phone: 513-231-1200  
Fax: 513-231-3254 
E-mail: smcgurgan@athenaeum.edu 
Web: www.athenaeum.edu 
 
The Athenaeum of Ohio Lay Pastoral Ministry Program is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. It 
provides participants with a theological education and the opportunity to develop collaborative ministry skills 
under the supervision of experienced ministers and mentors. The program addresses the intellectual, spiritual, 
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human and pastoral formation of participants as they are led to a deeper understanding and appreciation for 
Catholic theology, doctrine, history, and tradition. The Athenaeum of Ohio offers a Master of Arts in Pastoral 
Ministry, a Graduate Certificate in Pastoral Ministry, a non-degreed Certificate in Ministry, and a Graduate 
Certificate in Pastoral Administration. Graduate classes are held at the main campus in Cincinnati. Non-degreed 
Certificate classes are held at the main campus and at 2 year satellite locations throughout the nineteen counties of 
the archdiocese. This program, or an equivalent, is required of men seeking admission to the Permanent Diaconate 
Program. Please direct inquiries to Dr. Susan McGurgan, Director. 
 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center 

2213 Cherry Street 
Toledo, OH 43608-2691 

Phone: 419-251-4650 
Fax: 419-251-0890 
E-mail: kim_mcclung@mhsnr.org 
 
St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center since 1970 has provided or collaborated with other institutions to 
provide student interns with an ACPE-accredited CPE program. It offers summer units, fall extended 
program and a year long stipended residency program. St. Vincent is rooted in a long tradition of providing 
a wide range of health care education programs for residents, fellows, and student interns in training. Please 
direct inquiries to Steven O’Brien, CPE Supervisor. 
 
 

OREGON 

Ministry Formation Program 
Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon 

Griffin Center 
11975 S. E. Fuller Road 
Milwaukie, OR  97222 

Phone: 503-652-7476 or 502-234-5334, Ext. 262  
Fax: 503-652-8937 
E-mail: jfelton@archdpdx.org 
 
The Ministry Certification Program conducted by the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon is a non-degree program 
that meets the educational needs of adult in faith formation and lay ecclesial ministerial leaders alike. It is divided 
into two levels, each level culminating in the award of either a Basic Ministry or Advanced Ministry Certificate. 
Each level is designed to meet selected standards of National Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. At the Basic 
Certificate level, the program includes both face-to face classroom courses conducted in a parish setting and 
online classes. Currently, courses that lead to one of the three specializations at the Advanced Ministry Certificate 
level – Director of Religious Education, Pastoral Associate or Liturgist/Director of Music Ministry – are only 
offered in a face-to-face setting during an intensive week of study held during the summer. During Study Week, 
students a both levels can take up to two classes per day in order to complete their certificate within a 2 to 4-year 
period. Please address inquiries to the Director of Ministry Formation, Jerilyn E. Felton, MAIS, MAAT. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jfelton@archdpdx.org�


 

 USCCB COMMISSION ON CERTIFICATION & ACCREDITATION – DIRECTORY 2011 18 

TEXAS 

Ministry Formation Program 
Diocese of Austin 
Diocesan Institute for Ecclesial Ministry 
Pastoral Center 
 
6225 Highway 290 East 
P.O. Box 15405 
Austin, TX  78723-1025 
 
Phone:  512-949-2427 
Fax: 512-949-2520 
E-mail: bill-hobby@austindiocese.org      
 

Ministry Formation Program 
University of Dallas, School of Ministry 

1845 E. Northgate Drive 
Irving, TX 75062-4736 

Phone: 972-721-4068 
Fax: 972-721-4076 
E-mail: schmisek@udallas.edu 
 
The Ministry Formation Program, sponsored by the University of Dallas School of Ministry, offers 
formation for dedicated men and women to assume responsibility for leadership and ministry in the diocese 
as deacons, religious educators, pastoral administrators, youth ministers, liturgists, hospital chaplains, 
family life ministers, and other ministries to which they are called. 

The program prepares participants to engage in the church’s life and mission that is full, conscious, active, 
and effective. Formation blends academic knowledge with spiritual formation and pastoral skills. 
Participants are encouraged to discover their gifts, and to develop them for ministry in a variety of pastoral 
settings. From its beginning, the Institute has sought to promote critical reflection on the role of the minister 
in the church, on the richness of the church’s tradition, and on the essential need for specialized ministries 
within the church. The Institute also offers graduate degrees, certificates, and adult faith formation 
programs on campuses in North Texas, North Louisiana, and Rome, Italy. Please direct inquiries to Dr. 
Brian Schmisek, Dean. 

 

VIRGINIA 

Ministry Formation Program 
Diocese of Richmond, Office of Pastoral Ministry Leadership Formation 

811 Cathedral Place 
Richmond, VA  23220-4801 

Phone: 804-359-5661 
Fax: 804-358-9159 
E-mail: miech@richmonddiocese.org 

The Pastoral Ministry Leadership Formation Program of the Catholic Diocese of Richmond addresses the 
variety of formation needs for pastoral ministry leaders. The three year program assists in the development 
of core ministerial competencies in Ministry, Spirituality, Morality, Sacraments, Scripture, Ecclesiology, 
and Social Justice. Participants select from among the following focus areas of ministry: pastoral ministry, 
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catechetical ministry, business administration, youth ministry, and liturgy, and all participants are engaged 
in a guided field practicum in their area of focus. Please direct inquiries to Rick Miech, Program Director. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program 
St. Mary’s Medical Center 
Department of Spiritual Care, Counseling and Mission 

2900 First Avenue 
Huntington, WV 25702 

Phone: 304-399-7465 
Fax: 304-526-8796 
E-mail: vmcnear@st-marys.org 

The program sponsored by St. Mary’s Medical Center is a satellite of West Virginia University Hospitals 
and is dually accredited by the USCCB/CCA and the ACPE to offer Clinical Pastoral Education. Learn 
about and experience spiritual care within the hospitality of the rich Appalachian culture, the mission of a 
faith-based Medical Center, and the caring of an interfaith Spiritual Care Department. St. Mary’s Medical 
Center is a 400-bed Catholic, not-for-profit, tertiary care, teaching hospital which is guided by the mission, 
philosophy and values of the Pallottine Missionary Sisters. In order to fulfill its mission, the Medical Center 
provides acute, skilled nursing for the Tri-State region (West Virginia, Eastern Kentucky and Souther Ohio) 
by offering a broad range of primary and specialty health services for inpatients, outpatients and patients in 
their homes. These services include the Heart Institute, Cancer Center, Neuroscience Center, Trauma Care, 
as well as Medical-Surgical Care. 

The program offers a twelve-month, four unit residency in CPE, a full-time (11 week, summer)  and an 
extended part-time (32 week, fall through spring) units. CPE residents receive a competitive stipend and 
health benefits. Please direct inquiries to Rev. Vernon McNear, ACPE Supervisor. 
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Organizations with Approved Certification Standards 
for Certifying Ecclesial Ministers 

 
National Association for Lay Ministry 

6896 Laurel Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20012-2016 

Phone: 202-291-4100 
Fax: 202-291-8550 
E-mail: nalm@nalm.org 
Web: www.nalm.org 

The National Association for Lay Ministry (NALM) has approved standards for the certification of 
coordinators of parish life, pastoral associates, and pastoral ministers. NALM is a professional organization 
that supports, educates, and advocates for lay ministers, and promotes the development of lay ministry in 
the church. NALM achieves its mission by providing leadership, voice, and vision for the ongoing 
development of lay ministry by collaborating with the National Association for Church Personnel 
Administrators, the National Conference for Catechetical Leadership, the National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry, the National Organization for the Continuing Education of the Roman Catholic Clergy, and 
other national organizations. NALM fosters the professional development and spiritual formation of career 
and volunteer lay ministers with educational resources, publications, workshops, retreats, speakers, 
consultation services, and competency-based standards for pastoral ministers, pastoral associates, and 
parish life coordinators. NALM also provides practical services and resources that support lay ministers 
through national forums, annual conferences, chapters, and affiliates. In 2003, NALM collaborated with the 
National Conference for Catechetical Leadership and the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 
in the approval and publication of the National Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. 
NALM’s membership consists of men and women who are lay, religious, and ordained who serve the 
church primarily as pastoral ministers, pastoral associates, directors of ministry formation programs, parish 
life coordinators, and social ministers. NALM has over 1,200 members. 

Officers of the board are Diane Koorie, RSM, Chair; Frank Villaronga, Vice Chair; Nancy C. Joseph, 
Secretary; and Michael J. Witka, MPT, Treasurer. The Most Rev. Gerald F. Kicanas, Coadjutor Bishop of 
Tucson, Arizona, is the Episcopal Liaison. Christopher A. Anderson is the Executive Director. 

 

National Conference for Catechetical Leadership 

Trinity University 
125 Michigan Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20017-1004 

Phone: 202-884-9753 ext. 9753 
Fax: 202-884-9756 
E-mail: nccl@nccl.org 
Web: www.nccl.org 
 
The National Conference for Catechetical Leadership (NCCL) has approved standards for the certification 
of catechetical leaders. NCCL is a member association of 2,300 diocesan, parish, academic, and publishing 
catechetical leaders dedicated to advancing excellence in catechesis. Professional and associate membership 
is open to those who meet the appropriate membership criteria and are interested in supporting the mission 
of the organization. To carry out its mission, NCCL provides resources, national conferences, professional 
development, information, networking, research, and advocacy for its members and others engaged in 
catechetical ministry. NCCL members gather on a regular basis in the geographical provinces that make up 
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the Latin and Eastern components of the church. Elected representatives from provinces and affiliated 
organizations compose the representative council, which along with the board of directors makes up the 
organization’s major governance structures. NCCL grew out of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
movement in the 1930s when diocesan Confraternity for Catholic Doctrine directors first began to meet. 
NCCL became a separately incorporated organization in 1967. In 2003, NCCL collaborated with the 
National Association for Lay Ministry and the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry in the 
approval and publication of the National Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. 

The NCCL Officers are Anne Roat, Lafayette, Indiana, President; Russell Peterson, Belleville, Illinois, 
Vice-President; Joanie McKeown, Grantsburg, Wisconsin, Secretary; Kathy Kleinlein, Venice, Florida, 
Treasurer. The Most Rev. Leonard P. Blair, Bishop of Toledo in Ohio, is the Episcopal Moderator.  Leland 
D. Nagel is the Executive Director. 

 

National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry, Inc. 

415 Michigan Avenue, N.E., Suite 40 
Washington, DC 20017-1518 

Phone: 202-636-3825  
Fax: 202-526-7544 
E-mail: bobm@nfcym.org 
Web:  www.nfcym.org 

The National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry, Inc. (NFCYM) has approved standards for the 
certification of youth ministry leaders. NFCYM was founded in 1982 to replace and expand upon the 
services of the National Catholic Youth Organization and most youth services of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Through a diocesan, regional, and national network encompassing the 
United States and its territories, the federation provides leadership, resources, programs, and networking to 
foster the ongoing development of ministry to, with, by, and for youth. The federation comprises 175 
affiliated dioceses and 60 collaborating organizations from around the country, all ministering to youth as 
expressed in A Vision of Youth Ministry (1976) and Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth 
Ministry (1997). In 2003, NFCYM collaborated with the National Association for Lay Ministry and the 
National Conference for Catechetical Leadership in the approval and publication of the National 
Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. The National Association of Pastoral Musicians 
adopted this framework in 2006. Meetings for NFCYM members are held the last week in January. Officers 
of the board are Mr. Michal Horace, Archdiocese of Portland, Chair; Mr. Paul Mach, Diocese of Joliet, First 
Vice Chair; Mr. John Rinaldo, Second Vice-Chair and Ms. Michelle Maher, Diocese of Colorado Springs, 
Secretary/Treasurer. The Most Rev. Jamie Soto, Auxiliary Bishop of Orange, California, is the Episcopal 
Liaison. Robert J. McCarty is the Executive Director. 
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Organizations with Approved Certification Standards 

and Procedures for Certifying Ecclesial Ministers 
 
The USCCB/CCA has approved the certification standards and procedures of the following professional 
organizations for specialized ministries. 
 

American Catholic Correctional Chaplains Association 

Paul E. Rogers, ACCCA President 
738 Guernsey Court 
Slinger, WI  53086 

Phone:  920-324-6298 
Fax:  920-324-6254 
E-mail:  Paul.Rogers@Wisconsin.gov 
Web:  www.catholiccorrectionalchaplains.org 

The American Catholic Correctional Chaplains Association (ACCCA) has approved standards and 
procedures to certify correctional chaplains. ACCCA endeavors to influence the corrections and criminal 
justice system, to develop spirituality within inmates, and to influence the consciences of corrections 
administrators. Members are a source of communication and support to each other, and share methods of 
spirituality, training, and ministry programs. National meetings are held in the summer and winter. 
Meetings in the six regions may be held at any time. The ACCCA has 140 members. 

Officers of the board are Paul E. Rogers, President; Rev. Michael Koncik, C.SsR., Vice-president; Christine 
M. Shimrock, Secretary;  Teodoro Rael, Treasurer; Rev.Mark C. Schmieder, Past-president; Sr. Peggy 
Devaney IHM, Certification Chair. The Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Washington, DC, is the Episcopal Advisor. 

 

Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America 

1500 Jefferson Drive 
Port Arthur, TX 77642-0646 

Phone: 409-982-5111 
Fax: 409-982-8691 
E-mail: aos-beaumont@dioceseofbmt.org 
Web: www.aos-usa.org 

The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America (AOSUSA) has approved standards and 
procedures to certify maritime chaplains. In 1920, Catholic port ministry was conceived and developed in 
Glasgow, Scotland, to give Christian witness to those working and traveling by sea. In 1922, Pope Pius XI 
bestowed his blessings on the ministry and encouraged the AOSUSA to extend its mission to the oceans 
and shores of all the hemispheres. Today, the pastoral care of seafarers and all who travel by sea is 
entrusted to the AOSUSA, which is international in scope and functions under the Pontifical Council for the 
Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People. AOSUSA chaplains are appointed by their bishops. After 
appointment, chaplains are encouraged to attend the chaplaincy training program for port ministers in order 
to apply for certification. The AOSUSA has 125 chaplains serving in 65 ports of the United States. 

Officers and board members are Rev. Sinclair K. Oubre, President, Port of Port Arthur; Mrs. Donna Giroir, 
Vice President, Port of New Orleans, LA, Rev. William E. Reynolds, Secretary, Iowa; and Deacon Patrick 
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LaPointe, Treasurer, Port of Lake Charles, Rev. Henry Hernando, Port of San Pedro, represents the Pacific 
Coast. Fr. Robert Sipe, Port of Duluth, MN, represents the Great Lakes. Capt. Joy Manthey, Port of New 
Orleans, represents the Gulf Coast. Rev. Tom Falkenthal represents the East Coast. Rev. Mathew R. 
Mauriello represents the cruise ship priest members. The Most Rev. J. Kevin Boland, Bishop of Savannah, 
Georgia, is the Bishop Promoter. The National Director is Sr. Myrna Tordillo, MSCS. Certification 
inquiries should be directed to Rev. Sinclair K. Oubre, President of the AOSUSA. 

 

Catholic Campus Ministry Association 

1118 Pendleton Street, Suite 300 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-8805 

Phone: 888-714-6631 
Fax: 513-842-0171 
E-mail: info@ccmanet.org 
Web: www.ccmanet.org 

The Catholic Campus Ministry Association (CCMA) has approved standards and procedures to certify 
campus ministers. CCMA is a professional organization whose mission is to foster the professional and 
theological growth of Catholic campus ministers and to promote the mission of the Church in higher 
education. CCMA carries out this mission through educational opportunities such as conventions, 
conferences, special workshops, and publications such as newsletters, directories, and journals. Full 
membership is designed for those currently serving the church in campus ministry. Associate memberships 
are available for those interested in supporting this ministry. National meetings are held every other 
January, and regional meetings are held every fourth year. CCMA has more than 1,100 members. 

Officers of the Executive Board are Jeff Klein, Chair; Laurie Svatek, Vice-Chair and F. Javier Orozco, SFO 
Ph.D., Treasurer. Cathy Seymour is the chair of the CCMA Certification Committee. Most Rev. Ronald 
Gainer, Bishop of Lexington, KY, is the Episcopal Moderator. Rev. Martin O. Moran, III, is the Executive 
Director. 

 

National Association of Catholic Chaplains 

4915 S. Howell Avenue, Suite 501 
Milwaukee, WI 53207-5939 

Phone: 414-483-4898 
Fax: 414-483-6712 
E-mail: info@nacc.org 
Web: www.nacc.org 

The National Association of Catholic Chaplains advocates for the profession of spiritual care and educates, 
certifies, and supports chaplains, clinical pastoral educators, and all members who continue the healing 
ministry of Jesus in the name of the Church. Membership categories include full member, certified 
chaplain, certified supervisor, professional affiliate, and student affiliate. The NACC has 3,000 members. 
Leadership includes Barbara Brumleve, SSND, Ph.D., BCC., Chair of the Board; Most Rev. Randolph R. 
Calvo, Bishop of Reno, Nevada, Episcopal Liaison; and David A. Lichter, D.Min., Executive Director. 
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National Association of Pastoral Musicians 

962 Wayne Ave., Suite 210 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4461 

Phone: 240-247-3000 
Fax: 240-247-3001 
E-mail: npmsing@npm.org 
Web: www.npm.org 

The National Association of Pastoral Musicians (NPM) has approved standards and procedures to certify 
directors of music ministries. NPM is a membership organization composed primarily of musicians, 
musician-liturgists, clergy, and other leaders of prayer. NPM is devoted to serving the life and mission of 
the church by fostering the art of musical liturgy in Catholic worshiping communities. The association 
offers a wide range of programs and services for its members and the pastoral music and liturgy 
community: a bimonthly magazine, Pastoral Music; a bimonthly newsletter, Pastoral Music Notebook; 
national and regional conventions, diverse institutes offering participants short-term intensive professional 
development experiences; a hotline position-referral service; 72 diocesan chapters throughout the United 
States and Canada; support networks for distinct practice areas within the pastoral music community; and 
generous scholarships to assist with financing education and formation for deserving pastoral musicians. 

Officers are Ms. Joanne Werner; Chair, Mr. Thomas Stehle, Vice Chair; Rev. Ricky Manalo, CSP; Dr. 
Jennifer Pascual; and Mr. Stephen Petrunak. Mr Michael Batcho is the Certification Chair of the Director of 
Music Ministries Division. Dr. J. Michael McMahon is the president of NPM. 

 

National Conference of Catholic Airport Chaplains 

Rev. Fr. Michael G. Zaniolo, STL, Certified Airport Chaplain (CAC), NCCAC President 
Chicago O’Hare International Airport 
P.O. Box 66353 
Chicago, IL 60666-0353 

Phone: 773-686-2636 
Fax: 773-686-0130 
E-mail: office@nccac.us 

Founded in 1986, the National Conference of Catholic Airport Chaplains (NCCAC) has approved standards 
and procedures to certify airport chaplains. NCCAC, in affiliation with the USCCB Committee on Cultural 
Diversity, Subcommittee on Pastoral Care of Migrants, Itinerants and Travelers provides support and 
communication for all Catholics providing pastoral care to airport workers, airline workers, and travelers. 
More information is at www.nccac.us 

Members of the board of directors are Rev. Fr. Michael G. Zaniolo, STL, CAC, NCCAC President 
(ORD/MDW); Rev. John P. Fitzgerald, Vice President (PIT); Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers, Secretary (CLE); 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Jordan, Treasurer (MIA); Rev. Bede Jagoe, Op, CAC (MDW); Rev. Philip Majka (IAD) 
and Rev. Glenn O’Connor (IND). His Excellency, Most Rev. Jerome Listecki, Bishop of LaCrosse is the 
Episcopal Liaison. Sr. Myrna Tordillo is the USCCB Director of Mobility Apostolates.  
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National Conference of Veterans Affairs Catholic Chaplains 

Rev. James Burnett, President 
Edward Hines Jr. VA Medical Center  
5th and Roosevelt 
P.O. Box 5000 (125) 
Hines, IL 60141-5000 

Phone: 708-202-7268 
Fax: 708-202-2231 
E-mail: James.Burnett@va.gov 
Web: www.ncvacc.org 
 
The National Conference of Veterans Affairs Catholic Chaplains (NCVACC) has approved standards and 
procedures to certify veteran chaplains. NCVACC provides mutual support for members working in the VA 
Chaplain Service, a forum for the study and development of all phases of VA pastoral care. Any VA 
Catholic chaplain is eligible for membership. The NCVACC also serves as a corporate body for contact and 
communication with the national Episcopal advisor and archbishop for the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA. Certification of members requires the following: the successful completion of two units of 
Clinical Pastoral Education with comprehensive evaluation by a certified CPE supervisor from an 
accredited program; a written statement identifying the candidate’s theology of team ministry, sacramental 
ministry, and ecumenism; evidence of updated theological training, such as seminars, diocesan workshops, 
and other education programs; adherence to a code of ethics that would protect confidentiality; compliance 
with government regulations regarding discrimination and equity; and compliance with guidelines to ensure 
ethical practice by professional staff and candidates. Renewal of certification takes place every five years. 
Meetings for members are usually held annually. The NCVACC has 86 members. 

Officers are Rev. James Burnett, President; Rev. Gerard (Damian) Schill, Vice President; Rev. James 
Stump, OFM Cap.,Treasurer; Rev. Pat Laghazza, ss.cc., Secretary; Rev. Mathew Eraly, Director; Rev. 
Raymond Lagace OFM, Director; Rev. Martin Smith-Soucier, Director. The Most Rev. Richard B. Higgins, 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, is the Episcopal Vicar for Veterans 
Affairs. 
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State Catholic Conference Organization with Approved 
Certification Standards and Procedures 

 
MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Catholic Education Association 

475 University Avenue West 
Saint Paul, MN 55103-1959 

Phone: 651-227-8777 
Fax: 651-227-2675 
E-mail: pnoll@mncc.org 
Web: www.mncatholiced.org 

The Minnesota Catholic Education Association (MCEA) has approved standards and procedures to certify 
parish catechetical leaders and youth ministry leaders. MCEA was established as a Minnesota non-profit 
corporation in 1994 for the purpose of providing a forum for discussing common ministerial issues for 
diocesan education and faith formation leaders. The mission of the MCEA’s Leadership Forum is to be a 
voice for lifelong Catholic formation, education, and instruction for the six dioceses of Minnesota. 
Historically, the challenge always before the Leadership Forum is the question: “What can we do better 
together than alone?” The MCEA has used this self-imposed challenge in working to develop common 
certification standards and procedures for the six dioceses of Minnesota; Crookston, Duluth, New Ulm, St. 
Cloud, St. Paul/Minneapolis, and Winona. 

This is the first time that multiple dioceses within a state have collaborated to develop a common 
certification process for lay ecclesial ministers that utilizes the National Certification Standards for Lay 
Ecclesial Ministers published by the National Association for Lay Ministry, the National Conference for 
Catechetical Leadership, and the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry. Although there is a 
common certification process, MCEA does not actually certify lay ecclesial ministers. Rather, the local 
ordinary within each arch/diocese grants certification to their respective lay ecclesial ministers. 

MCEA Board of Directors: Mark Nuehring, Chairperson, MCEA Leadership Forum; Christopher Leifeld, 
Executive Director, Minnesota Catholic Conference; and Dr. Peter Noll, MCEA Executive Director. 
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Organizations Preparing for Approval of Certification Standards and Procedures 
 
 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions 

McCormick Pavilion 
415 Michigan Avenue, N.E. 
Suite 70 
Washington, DC 20017-4502 

Phone: 202-635-6990 
Fax: 202-529-2452 
E-mail: nationaloffice@fdlc.org 
Web: www.fdlc.org 

The Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (FDLC) is a national organization composed 
primarily of members of diocesan liturgical commissions, worship offices and/or the equivalent diocesan 
liturgical structures. These diocesan liturgical personnel, appointed by their bishops, have responsibility for 
the promotion of the liturgical life of their dioceses. The FDLC serves as an official collaborating agent 
between the local churches through diocesan worship offices and liturgical commissions and the USCCB 
Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship. 

The goal of the FDLC is to promote the liturgy as the heart of Christian life-especially in the parish 
community. As a pastoral, “locally-based,” and professional organization, the FDLC shall be committed to 
assist the Catholic Church in the United States of America, its hierarchy, the local churches, and the 
individual bishops in their responsibilities of providing positive leadership in liturgical celebration, 
education, and development.  

Any dues paying Diocese in the United States and its territories is eligible for membership in the FDLC. 
Membership entitles each Diocese to have two voting delegates at the National Meeting. In addition, the 
FDLC offers associate and industry memberships. Lisa A. Tarker is the Executive Director. 
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Arch/Diocesan Offices with Approved Certification 

Standards and Procedures for Certifying Ecclesial Ministers 
 

ILLINOIS 

Office for Catechesis and Youth Ministry 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
 
PO Box 1979 
Chicago, IL  60690-1979 
 
Phone: 312-534-3700 
Fax: 312-534-3801 
E-mail: OFC@archchicago.org or msedano@archchicago.org 
Web: www.archchicago.org and www.catechesis-chicago.org 

The Office for Catechesis and Youth Ministry (OFCYM) has achieved approval of certification standards 
and procedures for catechetical leaders serving as directors of religious education, parish and Catholic 
school coordinators of religious education and parish and Catholic school coordinators of youth ministry. 
The OFCYM also collaborates with the Office for Lay Ecclesial Ministries responsible for the certification 
of Pastoral Associates. It is the hope of the OFCYM that by the approval of its certification standards and 
procedures by the USCCB/CCA, the quality of ministry of these catechetical leaders who are devoted to 
serving the life and mission of the Church in the Archdiocese of Chicago will be enhanced. Kristen 
Hempstead McGann, Coordinator of Certification and Ministerial Development, oversees the certification 
process, and Ms. Maria H. Sedano is the Director of the Office for Catechesis and Youth Ministry. 

 

OHIO 

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

100 East Eighth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-2150 

Phone: 513-421-3131 ext. 330 
Fax: 513-421-6271 
E-mail: sreynolds@catholiccincinnati.org 
Web: www.catholiccincinnati.org/youthmin 

The Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry has approved standards and procedures to certify youth 
ministry leaders and advanced youth ministry leaders in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Committed to Christ 
and dedicated to young people, the office develops and supports leadership for comprehensive youth 
ministry and young adult ministry in the faith communities of the Archdiocese. In pursuit of this mission, 
the office trains and certifies lay ecclesial ministers serving as youth ministry leaders. Sean Reynolds is the 
Director of the office and oversees the certification process. 
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MICHIGAN 

Ministerial Certification, Office of Evangelization & Catechesis 
Archdiocese of Detroit 

305 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226-2605 

Phone: 313-237-5904 
Fax: 313-237-5867 
E-mail: ministerialcertification@aod.org 
Web: www.aodonline.org 

The Ministerial Certification arm of the Office of Evangelization & Catechesis is responsible for the 
professional development and leadership of directors of religious formation/parish catechetical leaders, 
RCIA coordinators, youth ministers, and liturgical music ministers. The Office grants certification to those 
who extend the above ministries in parishes and who meet the eligibility requirements of the archdiocese 
and the USCCB/CCA-approved standards and procedures. The Office works closely with the Institute for 
Ministry at Sacred Heart Major Seminary to provide academic courses and degree programs to prepare 
catechetical leaders, in addition to providing ministerial core topics focused on individual areas of 
ministerial certification as listed. Dr. Margie Crooks, Director of the Department of Evangelization, 
Catechesis, & Schools, oversees the certification process. 

 

Office of Catechesis 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Lansing 

300 West Ottawa Street 
Lansing, MI 48933-1577 

Phone: 517-342-2479 
Fax: 517-342-2515 
E-mail: mandrews@dioceseoflansing.org 
Web: http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/catechesis_k12/index.html 

The Office of Catechesis has approved standards and procedures to certify parish catechetical leaders. The 
office collaborates with the Office for Lay Ecclesial Ministry and the Office of Youth Ministry to ensure 
consistency of a unified certification processes. The office serves parishes and parish catechetical leaders in 
their ministry of providing effective faith formation programs for adults, teens, and children. The office also 
promotes the professional development of religious education, directors of adult education, RCIA directors 
and other catechetical leaders who provide direction for parish adult education/faith formation programs, 
parish religious education programs, and Catholic schools. This process includes a detailed orientation to 
ministry, mentoring by veteran catechetical program leaders, and the promotion of spiritual and academic 
formation for catechetical ministry leaders. This formation process is based on the National Certification 
Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. Michael Andrews is the Director of the Office of Catechesis. 
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Office of Youth Ministry, Young Adult and Campus Ministry 
Diocese of Lansing 

300 West Ottawa Street 
Lansing, MI 48933-1530 

Phone: 517-342-2485 
Fax: 517-342-2515 
E-mail: prinker@dioceseoflansing.org 
Web: www.dioceseoflansing.org 

The Office of Youth Ministry has approved standards and procedures to certify coordinators of youth 
ministry. The office collaborated with the Office of Catechesis and the Office for Lay Ecclesial Ministry to 
ensure consistency of a unified certification process. The mission of the office is to provide leadership 
training and formation for youth ministry leaders, especially coordinators of youth ministry. This formation 
process is based on the National Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers. The office is 
committed to providing formation, so that youth will be served by competent ministers who are prepared to 
serve the varied needs of our youth and to minister to and with them. Patrick Rinker is the Director of the 
Office of Youth Ministry. 

 

Office for Lay Ecclesial Ministry 
Diocese of Lansing 

228 N. Walnut Street 
Lansing, MI 48933-1530 

Phone: 517-342-2512 
Fax: 517-342-2468 
E-mail: damato@dioceseoflansing.org 
Web: www.dioceseoflansing.org 

The Diocese of Lansing through the Office for Lay Ecclesial Ministry provides certification for 
Catechetical Leaders, Pastoral Associates, Ministers and Coordinators, Youth Ministers and Adult Faith 
Formation Leaders. In collaboration with the Offices of Catechesis and Youth Ministry, a consistent, 
unified process is provided. Although all are called by virtue of baptism to share in the saving mission of 
Jesus Christ, some are also called to serve in ecclesial leadership. The office of Lay Ecclesial Ministry 
provides various formation opportunities which include pastoral and theological study, spiritual direction 
and reflection, development of pastoral skills, and processes to facilitate integration of the various 
formation components. The office also provides ongoing formation and professional development for lay 
ecclesial ministers serving in a variety of ministries. Deborah Amato is Director of the office and oversees 
the certification process. 
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NEW YORK 

Office of Youth, Young Adult Ministry and Campus Ministry 
Diocese of Rockville Centre 

P.O. Box 9023 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571-9023 

Phone: 516-678-5800, ext. 615 
Fax: 516-678-5800 
E-mail: msheridan@drvc.org 
Web: www.drvc.org 

The Youth Ministry Apostolate has approved standards and procedures to certify coordinators of youth 
ministry. The mission of the office is to promote the vision of youth and young adult ministry articulated in 
the U.S. bishops’ documents entitled Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry and 
Sons and Daughters of the Light: A Pastoral Plan for Ministry with Young Adults. The office provides 
resources, programs, and training, and serves as an advocate for youth and young adults on every level of 
parish and diocesan ministry in order to foster the personal and spiritual development of youth and young 
adults within the diocese. Marianne Sheridan, Coordinator of the Youth Ministry Apostolate oversees the 
certification process. 

 

TEXAS 

Office of Continuing Christian Education 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

2403 Holcombe Boulevard 
Houston, TX 77021-2023 

Phone: 713-741-8730 
Fax: 713-741-8775 
E-mail: emonterrubio@archgh.org  kkelley@archgh.org 
Web: www.archgh.org/education_contedu.htm 

The Office of Continuing Christian Education has received initial approval of their certification standards 
and procedures to certify Parish Catechetical Leaders. Those leaders who have completed Basic Formation 
for Catechetical Leadership/Formación Básica para Líderazgo Catequético or an equivalent, have practical 
experience in catechetical leadership, and have full Catechist Certification or its equivalent, are candidates 
for this certification. Those called to this ministry who desire continuing formation in a program designed 
specifically for professional Parish Catechetical Leaders are strongly encouraged to attend the archdiocesan 
Catechetical Leadership Institute. This Institute consists of two years of formation within which participants 
develop the following: an understanding of the code of ethics for professional catechetical ministers; the 
necessary skills to minister in an inclusive, intercultural church and diocese; knowledge of how to apply 
catechetical leadership skills through an active process which includes prayer, reflection, fellowship, and 
networking with other catechetical leaders; the experience of being mentored; and participation in a 
practicum process each year. The Archdiocese is committed to the formation of catechetical leaders and is 
responding to a two-fold call: a national call for competent parish catechetical leaders and a local call from 
the catechetical leaders to be recognized through meeting national standards and all certification 
requirements of the archdiocese. 

Anne Comeaux is the Director of the Office of Continuing Christian Education. Esperanza Monterrubio and 
Kathy Kelley are Associate Directors responsible for formation programs for Parish Catechetical Leaders in 
Galveston-Houston’s Spanish and English speaking communities, respectively. Both Associates also 
oversee the certification process of parish catechetical leaders. 
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Office of Youth Ministry 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

2403 Holcombe Boulevard 
Houston, TX 77021-2023 

Phone: 713-741-8723 
Fax: 713-741-8775 
E-mail: bjohnson@archgh.org 
Web: www.archgh.org/pastoral_youth.htm 

The Office of Youth Ministry has received initial approval of their certification standards and procedures to 
certify youth ministry leaders. Youth ministry leaders are devoted to serving the life and mission of the 
church through ministry to adolescents and are committed to growth in discipleship and service. As stated 
in the National Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers, certification serves three goals: to give 
direction to the future of youth ministry, to recognize and affirm those persons already in ministry, and to 
promote faithful, competent, and accountable lay ecclesial ministry. The office offers formation and support 
of leadership for comprehensive youth ministry as articulated in Renewing the Vision: A Framework for 
Catholic Youth Ministry. The formation process, rooted in Catholic tradition, focuses on the specialized 
training of knowledge and skills for meeting the needs of all youth and for recruiting, training, and 
supervising volunteers. Brian Johnson is the Director of the office, and responsible for overseeing the 
certification processes. 
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Arch/Diocesan Offices Preparing for Approval 
of Certification Standards and Procedures 

 

GEORGIA 

Office of Religious Education and the 
Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
Diocese of Savannah 

601 East Liberty Street 
Savannah, GA  31401-5196 

Phone: 912-201-4100 
Fax: 912-201-4101 
E-mail: apinckney@diosav.org 
 crfrost@diosav.org 
 
The Office of Religious Education (ORE) and the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries (OYYAM) 
are seeking initial approval of their certification standards and procedures for Catechetical Leaders and 
Advanced Youth Ministry Leaders.  The ORE is driven by the mission of total education and formation of 
catechetical leaders and advanced youth ministry leaders, who will contribute to shaping the future of 
Christianity in the Catholic tradition.  The OYYAM provides leadership in research, development and 
coordination of youth and young adult ministry programming for the Diocese of Savannah.  The Offices 
have a fervent desire to recognize and empower these specialized ecclesial ministers, by providing for them 
comprehensive training that not only equips them for ministry, but authenticates their calling to serve 
Christ.  The ORE and OYYAM are working together to provide innovative, relational leadership and 
support by seeking approval of certification standards and procedures whereby these catechetical leaders 
and advanced youth ministry leaders can be certified.  Ann Pinckney is the Director of ORE and Chuck 
Frost is the Director of OYYAM. 
 

ILLINOIS 

Office of Catechetics 
Diocese of Peoria 
 
613 NE Jefferson 
Peoria, IL  61603-3841 

Phone: 309-671-1568 Ext. 236 
Fax: 309-675-9005 
E-mail: dgrandon@cdop.org 
Web: www.cdop.org 

The Office of Catechetics is seeking initial approval of certification standards and procedures for parish 
catechetical leaders.  The office is responsible for the professional development of parish catechetical 
leaders and for ensuring that each parish has a quality catechetical program which successfully passes the 
faith on to parishioners of all ages.  Toward this end, the office conducts an annual Summer Catechetical 
Institute, holds regular regional meetings with parish catechetical leaders, publishes a monthly newsletter, 
and offers speakers for in-services. Laura Barron is the Coordinator of Catechetical Administration, and Dr. 
Douglas Grandon is the Director of the Office of Catechetics that oversees the certification of parish 
catechetical leaders. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of Religious Education 
Diocese of Worcester 
 
49 Elm Street 
Worcester, MA  01609-2514 

Phone: 508-929-4306 
Fax: 508-753-7180 
E-mail: emarcil@worcesterdiocese.org 
Web: www.worcesterdiocese.org 
 
The Office of Religious Education is seeking initial approval for certification standards and procedures for 
parish DRE’s, CRE’s, and ARE’s and is committed to the recognition and professional development of 
parish catechetical leaders. The office worked closely with Anna Maria College, Paxton, MA in the 
development of its MA in Pastoral Ministry and continues to partner with the college.  The office partners 
with the University of Dayton VLCFF program and also offers courses on the local level to encourage the 
certification of ARE’s and CRE’s. Ms. Elizabeth A. Marcil is the Director of the Office of Religious 
Education and oversees the standards and procedures for the certification of Parish Catechetical Leaders in 
the Diocese of Worcester. Ms. Barbara Ramian, Associate Director of the Office of Religious Education 
administers the process. 
 
MICHIGAN 

Office of Christian Worship 
Archdiocese of Detroit 
 
305 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI  48226-2605 

Phone: 313-237-5932 
Fax: 313-237-5869 
E-mail: canter.louis@aod.org 
 
The Pastoral Musician Certification process is connected to the Office for Christian Worship in the 
Department of Parish Life and Services. The office was strongly urged by the Department Director to 
develop a Certification Program for Pastoral Musicians for the Archdiocese of Detroit. The Worship Office 
as do other diocesan offices became integrated into the certification process of the Archdiocese which is 
directly connected to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Commission on Certification and 
Accreditation, (USCCB/CCA). The Worship Office works directly with the Certification Review Board to 
grant local certification for pastoral ministries utilizing the approved standards, procedures and national 
standards and competencies. In addition, musical competencies and experience are reviewed along with the 
theological competencies. 
 
In addition the Worship Office provides ongoing formation for professional ecclesial ministers through 
conferences, workshops, and basic topic courses that the Worship Office develops and sponsors. It also 
links efforts with other diocesan offices and with the Catholic seminaries, universities and colleges in the 
geographic area and beyond for degree and certificate opportunities. The process has its own board with its 
members represented at the Certification Board for the Archdiocese of Detroit. Louis Canter is the director 
of this program working collaboratively with Daniel McAfee, Director of the Office for Christian Worship. 
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NEW JERSEY 
 
Office of Religious Education 
Diocese of Metuchen 
 
146 Metlars Lane 
Piscataway, NJ  08854-4303 
 
Phone: 732-562-1990 Ext. 1310 
Fax: 732-562-1016 
E-mail: pmartin@diometuchen.org 
Web: www.diometuchen.org 
 
The Office of Religious Education is seeking initial approval for certification standards and procedures for 
parish catechetical leaders and is committed to the recognition and professional development of parish 
catechetical leaders. The office works closely with Providence College, Rhode Island, to provide the on-line 
academic courses to prepare catechetical leaders while providing administrative components in courses 
sponsored by the diocese. Msgr. Michael J. Corona is the Interim Director of the Office of Religious 
Education and oversees the standards and procedures for the certification of Parish Catechetical Leaders in 
the Diocese of Metuchen. Pat Martin is the administrative assistant. 
 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Office for Youth Ministry 
Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina 

1123 South Church Street 
Charlotte, NC  28203-4003 

Phone: 704-370-3359 or 704-370-3211 
Fax: 704-370-3291 
E-mail: PJKYM@charlottediocese.org 
Web: www.Charlottediocese.org 

The Office for Youth Ministry is seeking initial approval of its certification standards and procedures for 
youth ministry leaders. Committed to excellence in ministry, the office has adopted nationally approved 
certification standards and developed diocesan procedures to certify youth ministry leaders.  Actualizing the 
office mission, the office is dedicated to the development and support of youth ministry leaders as the work 
of the office enhances their professional knowledge and ministerial abilities. The office employs a variety 
of formational programs from within the diocese and institutions of higher learning. The office works to 
assist youth ministry leaders toward excellence in ministry to, for, and with God’s people, the Church.  Paul 
Joseph Kotlowski is the Director of the office and Peg Ruble, Associate Director, oversees the development 
of the certification standards and procedures for youth ministry leaders. 
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2011 Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Dr. C. Vanessa White, (Public Representative) 
Assistant Professor of Spirituality 
Director of the Augustus Tolton Program 
Catholic Theological Union at Chicago 
5416 S. Cornell Street 
Chicago, IL  60615-5604 
Phone: 773-371-5440 
Fax: 773-324-4360 
E-mail: tolton@ctu.edu 
 
Chair: Elect: Dr. Barry Sargent 
Theological and Ministerial Consultant 
 
Phone: 480-620-4222 
E-mail: sargentbarry@ymail.com 
 
Secretary: Gary L. Pokorny 
Director of Catechesis and Youth Ministry 
Office of Catechesis & Youth Ministry 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 3087 
Milwaukee, WI  53201-3087 
Phone: 414-758-2242 
Fax: 414-769-3408 
E-mail: pokornyg@archmil.org 
 
 
Treasurer: Anne A. Comeaux 
Director of Continuing Christian Education 
Chancery at St. Dominic’s 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
2403 Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston, TX  77021 
 
Phone: 713-741-8730 
Fax: 713-741-8775 
E-mail ACOMEAUX@archgh.org 
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Episcopal Liaison: Most Reverend John M. Quinn 
Bishop of Winona 
55 West Sanborn Street 
P.O. Box 588 
Winona, MN 55987 
Phone: 507-454-4643 Ext. 211 
E-mail: jmquinn@dow.org 
 
Jaime C. Bascuñán 
Director 
USML/Instituto de Liderazgo Pastoral 
University of Saint Mary of the Lake 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
1000 E. Maple Avenue 
Mundelein, IL  60060 
Phone: 847-837-4557 
Fax: 847-837-4565 
E-mail: jbascuñán@usml.edu 
 
Patricia A. Gabree 
Executive Director 
Education and Formation of the Laity 
Diocese of Manchester 
Lay Ministry Formation Program Called to Servant Leadership 
153 Ash Street 
Manchester, NH  03105-0310 
Phone: 603-669-3100 Ext. 172 
Fax: 603-669-0377 
E-mail: PGabree@RCBM.org 
 
Rev. Dr. James S. Musumeci, IV Dei 
Cross International Catholic Outreach 
370 W. Camino Garden Boulevard 
Boca Raton, FL  33432-5816 
Phone: 561-392-9212 
E-mail jmusumeci1@nyc.rr.com 
 
Dr. Mary T. O’Neill 
Vice President, Spiritual Care and Pastoral Education 
Catholic Health Services of Long Island 
245 Old Country Road 
Melville, NY  11747-2726 
Phone: 631-465-6276 
E-mail: maryt.oneill@chsli.org 
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Chaplain Andrew Sioleti, IV Dei, LCSW, D.Min 
Chief of Chaplains 
Certified Supervisor, NACC/ACPE 
Veterans Affairs New York Harbor Healthcare System 
800 Poly Place 
Brooklyn, NY  11209-7104 
Phone: 212-686-7500 Ext. 4640 (Manhattan Campus) 
 718-836-6600 Ext. 3396 (Brooklyn Campus) 
E-mail: Andrew.Sioleti@va.gov 
 
 
Marlene H. Weidenborner, OSF 
Executive Director 
Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 
6363 9th Avenue North 
P.O. Box 40200 
St. Petersburg, FL  33743 
Phone: 727-341-6837 
Fax: 727-374-0207 
E-mail: smw@dosp.org 
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STAFF 
 

Executive Director 

Dr. Kay L. Sheskaitis, IHM 

Administrative Specialist 

Christine B. Frymark 

Bookkeeper 

Lilia Vega 

 
National Office  
 

3211 South Lake Drive 
Suite 317 
St. Francis, WI 53235-3702 

Phone: 414-486-0139 
Fax: 414-489-0006 
E-mail: info@usccbcca.org 
Web: www.usccbcca.org 
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